MINUTES OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING MAY 6, 1980

The regular meeting of Oconee County Council was opened by Chairman

Phinney with the opening prayer by Mr. Fred Hamilton. A1l Council Members
were present.

Motion by Mr. Frady, second by Dr. Earle and carried to approve
minutes of April 22 meeting as furnished.

Mr. Bill Thompson, President of the Oconee County Education Association,
addressed Council as to the achievements of the Oconee School District and
how Oconee rates with regard to the operating expenses, County's ability to
pay for education, etc. within the 92 districts in the State. He also stated

- “that Oconeerranks—16-out of 92 with-48:1%-uf students—entering-junfor-and- - - - -

senior colleges. He asked Council to reconsider additional funding. (A
copy of his remarks is attached.)

Mr. Fred Hamilton, Supt. of Education, requested Council fund an
additional $975,000 in addition to the approved 80-81 budget so that the
school system can continue with their educational programs. This request
was discussed by Council Members and School Officials. It was pointed out
by Council that for the past 16 years school enrollment has had no appre-
ciative increase, however, the cost of education has increased considerably.
Council told the School Officials that to give them more funds over the
amount approved in the 1980-81 budget would result in a tax increase. Chair-
man Phinney told school officials and concerned schoal personnel attending,
that Council would review the request, but unless notified otherwise the
school budget would stand as first approved.

Ordinance 80-4 "An Ordinance to adopt the Procedure for the Collection
of Delinquent Taxes," was adopted on Third and final Reading - Motion by
Dr. Earle, second by Mr. Ables. - The Vote 5 yes and 0 no.

Attorneys Danny Day and Alex McCaulay requested Council consider the
funding, along with Anderson County, for a Master-in-Equity for the Anderson/
Oconee circuit. The approximate cost te Oconee County would by $20,200 with
fees being returned to the county general fund in the approximate amount of
$7,000 annually. Anderson's share would be $60,800. After discussion it
was agreed to accept this as information. Ho decisions were made.

Motion by Dr. Earle, Second by Mr. Crain, to adopt a Proclamation {which
Dr. Earle read) declaring the week of June 7th as "Oconee Community Theater
Week" in observance of the Theater's 10th birthday. The vote 5 yes and 0 no.

Council approved the payment of April bills in the amount of $1,466.89
from the Contingency account for the CCS Commission - Motion by Mrs. Jennings,
second by Mr. Ables and carried by a vote of 5 yes and 0 no.

A total of $6,434.79 for April bills for the Law Enforcement Center
was approved for payment from the contingency account. Motion by Mrs.
Jennings, second by Mr. Ables. The vote 5 yes and 0 no.

-

Mrs. Jennings moved to appreve $833.19 for vehicle maintenance for
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the Sheriff's Dept. for April from the Contingency account. Mr. Crain
seconded the motion which carried by a vote of 5 yes and 0 no.

Dr. Earle reported that at the Public Hearing held, April 29th,
regarding an Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance, most sentiment was in
opposition to it. He stated that as a result of this no action would be
taken at this time. He stated that he plans to review a similar Ordinance
passed by York County.

The request for a 5 year lease, from the Bantem Chef, on the Brown
praperty, for $150.00 a month was discussed and referred to the Buildings
and Grounds Committee.

~~- - Council—~agreed-for the Director of DSS to go ahead with a-letter-of. . .

intent to HEW pertaining to renovation/furnishing of ‘the new DSS OFfice.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.
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‘ Goonee citizens should be proud of their schools. But there is one question
which should be agkad. How was Cconee able to mole these advanceuments in
education? CConee npeded iwo eloments to provide guality education.

1. A nighly skilled and dedicated professional staff

Z. Public support for education

The wost important elewent in the educational process is the guality of
the ingtruction offeved. We do have a highly skidli and dedicaied professional
staXy as evidenced by the number of teachexé with master’s degrees--about
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allots ooy 26 mille more fo oducation cthas Oronos

et Thve mIsrAge o
iy pebighboring conndiee sllod from LI ¢o 55 millis moa3e than Qoones Basad

off mursent ostimaves Geved by the awditor, 1 nlll in tastes generates

T
e
g

e
¢
£
<7

appruxmately $64 WY for echool purposes., One will ~osts the owner of a

$30,000 house abouy 53.75 & vew . Fiye mills gensrates aboutr $330,.000 for

the schools. This would cose the owner of & §50.000 house about $8.75 or 2¢

-~Wﬁ¥JiéE§&daywm-Thé“éﬁ&iii&ﬁaiméééﬁ"ﬁdfméiﬁtaiﬁlahléﬁééilépﬁ'é&dééiiéhéi¥§§5§¥gﬁiﬁgf¥~

relatively small. buv the barefits o school children. who are the foture of -
Oconee, will be grezt-

How lond <o vou honestly think Coonee can and will maintain its
achievement resord without increassd Iocal suppori for schools? Do the
chtizens and leadevs of Oconee County want mediocority for sur childran and
the fuvure of ocur county? The school dlstrict 1g not wxemp: from inflation.

Tne cost of materials. supplies. eguipment., uvtiliiies, iransportation.

pergonnel expenses and school madntemance have all s3cen sharpily during r
the last year. These costs demand furither revenue incceages In oydev Ec
maintain a gQualify progran fér the people of Coonee Co gty
<
s



