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OPEN LETTER TO OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL; APRIL 21, 2609,
FROM JOHN W. LITTLE, 210 LITTLE LANE, SENECA, §C 29672

MR DEXTER, | QUESTION YOUR REMARKS QUOTED AT THE
MEETING AT THE MC PHATL FARM LAST WEEK ADVOCATING THE
PEOPLE OF FAIRPLAY AREA FORM A “COALITION” T BADGER
COUNTY LEADERS LIKE THE ORGANIZATIONS FROM THE “ROW
HOUSE 8" ON LAKE KEOWEE. PLEASE UNDERSTAND THAT YOU,
COUNCILMEN THRIFT AND MC CALL WERE ELECTED BY QCONER
TAXPAYERS NOT ASSOCIATED WITH LAKE KEOWEE, NOT ONE
VOTE CAME FROM THESE SELFISH INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE
BECOME A DETRIMENT TO OUR FINE COUNTY.

YOU ALL WERE ELECTED TO MAKE POSITIVE CHANGES AND NOT
TO SATISEY A “RADICAL FEWY,

ELECTED OFFICIALS AND THOSE THEY APPOINT SHOULD BE
CAPABLE OF RATIONAL AND WISE DECISIONS. YOU ALL
SHOULDN'T BE INFLUENCED BY ORGANIZED “CRYERS” WHO
HAVE NOTHING T0 DO BUT ATTEND COUNCIL AND PLANNING
COMMISSION MEETINGS.

I, PUBLIC INPUT IS NEEDED FOR YOU TG MAKE A DECISTON, POLL
THE TAXFAVERS.

I'VE WITNESSED TWO YEARS OF RHETORIC CONCERNING UN
NEEDED ZONING AND “OVERLAYS". PERSONALLY, PVE PAID
TAXES IN THIS COUNTY SINCE 1959, YET T HAVE NO VOICE IN THIS
LAKE “OVERLAY”.

ITTOOK WORK TO ELECT MR DEXTER, MR MC CALL AND MR
THRIFT. THANEK GOD, WE WERE SUCCESSFUL.

PLEASE KNOW THE “REAL PEOPLE OF OCONEE” ARE BEHIND YOIUL

M.ﬂr'e_! TE A R

THERECENT RETURN OF THE HOSING ENABLING ORDINANCE WITH"LAKE OVERTAT™ [$:4



BLATANT IRRESPONSIBLE ACT BY [THE PLANNERS!, AR CRHAIRMAN TOMMY ABBUOTL]
EMPHASLEED, T IS TROLY UNFAIR TO THOSE WITHIN THE OVERLAYS WHO DO NOT SUPPORT
fr.

THE MEMBERS GFF THE PLANNING COMBISSION SEEMED INTIMIDATED BY THE “CHEERE"
ANDSIERRST ANTICS GETHE Z2ONING ADVOCATES,

PERSONNALY, | DONST THINE THE PLANNERS ARE TAKING THIS I8SUE SERIOUSLY. IF

.-“hLl IV ATEL QUOGNEE CGU"']] Y OWILL SUEFER ECONOMICALLY LJLI"{EI'«-E TAK !uﬂ)“-JIEb =EWER
HMFQ.AE“HUCT[IRE. IEIES. ETC. LAKEKEOWEE WILL CONTINUE TO BE ELIRJJEHED WITH
SEWER INFLUENTS FROM THE TSTARLISHED, ROW T-'EEI'U'-?T'E”* AN KEOWER KRY. THATS
RIGHT, KEOWER KEY WHOSE SEWER GPERATING PERMIT IS OBILETE AND HAS HADR SEWER
DISCIEARGES INFO (UR BEAUTIFUL LAKE FOR YEARS!

l‘lli&"EﬂNNG UlmMLE [5 Wi {HIHE% EUT_J'L EJ:J.H%H VENT LIREBY A R Wt-lL‘r WANT TG
FEGULATE A PUBLIC LAKE! WANELY: ‘?T\DE' CONDC HE?ELGP%{E}TT

1VRGE-COUNTY COVNCIL TO: "fv;"E"E{" H THT IMBACT O THIS ORDINANCE ON-OUR COUNTY.

T THINE OCORER CAN DO WITHOUT THIS ORDINANCE, RECINDIT.

GET ON WITH MEANING FUL THSURS WHICH YOI ARE AWARE OF WHICH ARF, RESULYT OF
PAST COUNCIL™S ACTIVITY.

RESPECTIVEY SUBMITIED,

JOHN W. LITTLE

NOTES:

BAST PLANNTSG OMMISSIONER TILL NELSON WHE ARGLIED VEHEMETLY FOR THIS
ORDINANCE AND MOTIONED T0 INCLUBDE THE (OVERLAY SHOWED HIS [ANDRANCE WHEN HE
REFEREED 70 LIS BOUNDARY 191360 B4 ELEVATION RATHTE THAN 1300 LINEAR FEET.
INCIDENTLY. MO ONE ENLIGHRTENED HIM, INCLUBING DIRECTOR HOLBROOKS,

TERSONALLY, | QUESTICN THE FLAH‘-TF.R& KNOWLEDGE OF THIS GROINANCE AND OVERLAY.

W NELSON EMPHASIEDR ANY ASSCGOEHATED COST WiTH BNFORCING THIS ORDINANWCE
WOULD BE B SHGNIFICAND 1O OUR TANPAYERS:

TF THIS ZGNING 188U ISN'T STORPED, OCONEE'S TAXPAYERS ARE GETTING [HE SHAFT|
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Remarks to Oconee County Council Apnl 21, 2009

Gond svening Gentlemen. My name is Gary Owans and | represent the
Advocates for Quality Development.

Tha Ocones County Zoning Enabling Ordinance will go into effect on May
1, 2009 Over the last two plus years, many of us have shown our
support for protecting our lakes and mountains by attending these
meetings. Although differing apinions have been voiced in Planning
Commission and County Council meetings, AQD has always focused oh
the facts, trying to offer positiveand insightful input to the process . We
continue those efforis tonight with the goal in mind o protedt our
beautiful County and lakes from inappropriate and intrusive development.
We have always emphasized the need for "guality development”. . not
develaprrient at any price inour County and around our lakes.

Cne thing that has become even more clear over the last several months is
thatwe do not stand alone with regard to our iInterest in seeing NO high
rise developments constructed around our lakes and on our mountaing, We
share this goal with all of you on the Council and with literally thousands of
your constituents around the Eﬂunty. We all destre to ook back upon this
penod as the time the County came together for the long range protection
of cur lakes and mountains.

We appreciate the work done by the Planning Commission and the Caounty
Council 1o get land use management to this stage, We encourage you ia
continue to work hard to implement the ZEQ and overlays as planned on
May 1st. We xnow that you have a challenging job to balance all the input
you have received over the last two years. We encourage the
establishment of standards that will pmier;f aur county and lakes from
development that cowd forever tafnish the landscape of this beautiful area.
We are confident they you will "do what's right’ and modify the
ordinance to make if forward thinking and responsive to all regarding
protection from intrusive and unsightly developmant

Thank you again for your service to our County.



COMMENTS ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO ORDINANCE Z007-18
PUBLIC HEARING 4-21-2009

Fomeals it st te Tind the: updated-wersinn of Orilingnoe 200202 with thechangas mate by the
Coungil at the 414700 meeting, | will 2ssume that the copy avaiiableat theweh 51 4 thisame exient
for the removat of theretroschve vepetative bafferand the redustion ol tie Lake incuss3nd Hake
Keowes Geeday o 54 teet.

Sec 38-2.7 Complaints

Ir i stated In thissectlon thet "Cormplainants must resite in the same planning distvict In-which
the pateniial viekitlon Tes " | feed that owwners of property within the same planning districe in which the:
pitential vinlation fias shoukd afso b able to Tk valld cotiplaints,

Sec 38-8.5 {1} — Planning District Initisted by Citizens

if & propefy owner Fas mone than ong pé’fqel i b specific Planming E_F?I_!:'Ll-il'__‘t wh'eft?&'?m‘ibﬁg'_ =
Iritiated, does the awnir have ogre vote foreach pareaf? i 5o, it should be stated heng.

Sec 28-8.5{2)— Smzll Area Rezoning:

IF 3 property owner by miore than-one farcel in & specific Subdivision whith resoning isnitiated,
e e ownet have only oaevote? 1Fs, it should be dtaied here. |tshoubd also Be siared that
Suhebvisions separated Dy @ road or railiread right of way are cansidersd nontjuous,

Sac 38-11.1 - Lake Overlay District

Asg pointof cladfcation, e Planding Eommission did notsimizld returathie guestian ol the
Lake Bveday bo Soundl. A-special mesting of rthe Blanning Corrmission was called to discuss the Lake
Coverlay. Several seenanad were presented and the Planning Commission votad S to o favorof the:
1300 foot Overlay. The 1300 feat is not' an arbitrany number, it is consisient with other similar lakaside
commubities that have biydlding restrictions, Ldo nok undeestand the resistance to this aveday with
'tlmus_}jn‘di;.s_r._{gm;_:ing ik aad a handful :_rb_‘[e-r.tihg A5 | stpted previcusly: anvone wha beels that these
standards possan ungue hardshio may apply f:rjr & yarlanee from these standards from the Boand of
;:.'_-zifmng Appialy,

it thE-:Egyhr_:li_ still feels that this Dverlay must be redoced; parhaps s Enmpmmn'._l;._-ufl 1Heet
colild be rl!_:_il.“héﬁ. Tl wputd_ Ltill be tpmawhat consistent with other shnifar I'ah_l_lj:l:l:lﬂ:'l';'\ﬂ__-}'_nmurr|ﬁ§!:=:'.



Conclusion

It by sincere hope that thie Council will carefulty consider the comments made atthis hearing
and possibly modify the progosed Oydinance iF nececsary price tothe thlet and finsl resding, White the
ZEQ with these armendmentswill nobbe @ perfect davument, let ug all try toowork sogether wiih It and if
need be, Fine tune-it aver time rather than resarting 1o !Ifigﬁ_ﬂ{:ﬂ in which mobedy Wins. 1tisDUR County
d bt e that we should beproud to live inand protect

“Rickard Dl Hughes
T e T

dickhizhes@helisouth nef



CITIZEN COMMENT

SUBJECT: Public Hearing, April 21, 2009,
Oconee Counci,
Zoning Enabling Ordinance (ZEQ) Amdt,

REQUEST: To establish property boundary requirsiments for new
development around iake keowee at not less than
1,300 feat. as orginally proposed.

AFFE_ETED PROPERTY OWNERS
Rickard and Ings Dantorih,
303 Harhor Drive Seneca SC 29672,

SUMMARY: After rearly a two year search we selected the Lake Keowag
waterfront for retirement fargely because of the demonsirated capability of
local governments ta understand and protect Lake Keowee not only as &
rare and pristine envirenmental amanity bt alse as an dependable
goonomic asset 1or protect| nc? property values, We thank t-h& Council for its
vigilance over the years, and for holding yet another hearing {o assess
public concems. We have owned our home for over fourteen yvears, Our
development, North lake Estates, is.a quiet collection of families and
retireas who have worked & fifetime for a time of peaceiul ving. This
comrunity 15 our life, It is notjust a playground for us. And it is not
Enﬁu‘rai‘ed ror the nature of waterfront development elsewhere on the
axe.

COMMENT. The |ake has proven itsell to be & major inducerent far
retiress and others. We are the first to aukﬂmw{eﬂge that caretully
examined and balanced commercial impacts are naot only important but
assential. However, the extensive study of fong term guatity of life issues
and related commercial and public process considerations that led to the
1,300 foot boundary proposal must not be swept aside at the first’
c:haﬂe‘nge from newly raised commercial interests. We are concerned that
the proposed reduction of boundary from 1,300 feset to 750 feet can
mmpmmisa both cur broperty values and ourquality of lite. This is
bacause, from a guality of life standpoint, Lake Keowee, like any area
de;ae;*:demt o its natural beau‘ty is‘a fragile and unified environment .
Seen in this way, anything that impacts any part of the prolected shoreline
necessarily affects quality of life along the lakefront and on the lake ifself .

A perceved reversal of envirenmental eommitment even before final
adoption would tell developers that local gevarnment is not fully cormmitted
o protecting the lake when developérs object, and therefore that
gxceptions and variances will also be available after adaption.



This provides Incentives-and precedent for later piecemeal pressures to
dismantle the protections that were otiginally found to be essential
following therough technical and public review. Gaving in now would
foreshadow the gradual but inevitable decline of the boundary of lake
keowse until it ‘a ult:matety degraded from & rare environmental treasure
that has sheltered even threalened sagle populations to just another
suburban waterfront.

Cutting almost In half the waterfront ares under the pretections originally
propased, would of course neatly. ciuuble the permitted area for land uses
originally found to be incompatible in those areas. The original 1,300 foot
siandard was based.an a i}aianﬂﬂ of seonoimic and Eﬁwm_rnmemai
concerns, from runoff and water quality to aesthetics. To Wrn away from
these clearly identified concerns would signify & highly unfortunate
collapse of govemmental will regarding the single most important aspect
‘and priorty of Lake Keowea living—auality of life. We are advised that the
Council has been requested to place commercial interests over the
concerns of approximately 50 homeowners associations and thousands
of people:in the Lake Overlay District. This has been the irony of heautiiul
lakes around tha entire country as the very factors that attract population
become degraded by those same populafion pressures because of critical
land use faillures at the highest tevais.

Please do not give n fo the Lake Lanier-izing of Lake Keowse.

The 1,800 foot boundary was not arbitrary. |n view of the substantial public
interest in protecting and preserving Lake Keowee as a rare and
undiminished haven for living n farmeny with nature, we respectfully
suggest that the ondgingl selection of 1300 Teet struck a reasonable and
respﬂnsltﬂe balance between purely commercial and overall quality of life
ISEUes:

CONCLUSION: The original studies and progess were a model of

-BCOnomic ang environmental mdnagemeﬂt brased on st:rhd stalf work and
on professional respect for due process and public invoivement. We uige
that the Council continue its tradition of careful practices conceming Lake

-~ Keowea's future and unigue pristine qualities and that it reject any motion
N id rrE_-t:lL_lce thie baumaty from 1,300 feet by any amount whatsoever,

' --Hmﬁ o ancﬁ ﬁw%ﬁ rﬁéhﬁ#

303 Harbor Drwe
SEI’TEEE_ =0 28672

Anrit 21, 2008



Seue eleag
Good evening gentlemen,

Tonight T represent Mountain Lakes Community Associztion and
its members who live in numerous neighborhoods on Lakes
Hartwell and Keowee as well as other, equally important portions
of Clconee County,

MLCA congratulates the Council and the Planning Commission
tor their leadership in bringing the ZEO 1o-the point ol énactment.

This is truly an historic event in the lite of our County and will be
lnoked wupon a5 a key component i the effort to preserve and
protect the rich heritage. friandly lifestvle, and beautiful
grnivitgnment weenjay today.

Enactment of the ZEQ 14 very zood nows for those who were lucky
enough to have been borm here and as well as those who were
deawn here by the very qualities we all seck to presorve.

The debate about £ has shewn one-consistent theme: that is all
citizens, be they [oresters, armers, store owners, or residents on
small lois, large tracts or inany form of neighborhood, want to
protect out beloved County.

That shiared goal applics repacdicss of where vou wenl to grade
school, how vou maght prontunce cerlain words or how long
vou've been privileged to call Oconee County honie,

Much has been said about the various overlays but MLCA hopes
all citizens = Irom the owness of large farms and forested tracks o
the owners of individual parcels to the residents of neighborhodds
large and small - all citizens will utilize the ZEO o request zoning
protections.

You ve provided the legal oppartunity, Now it is uplo our citizens,
ko intiiate the action necessary o actuslly implement the zoning
protection they gesire,

Thank vou for vour past and continued leadership on this eritical
fastie,



