
COUNCIL MEMBERS 

John Elliott, Chair, District I Paul Cain, Vice-Chair, District III 

Julian Davis, III, Chair  Pro Tem, District IV Matthew Durham, District II 

Glenn Hart, District V 
 

Oconee County Council Meeting Agenda       Page 1 of 4 
February 16, 2021 

LIMITED IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE PERMITTED 
Due to the Novel Coronavirus pandemic and the ongoing state of emergency, in-person attendance at this 

Council meeting by members of the general public will be limited. Attendance will be limited to twenty 

percent of the stated maximum occupancy, which equates to thirty-four (34) persons (including Council 

members, other elected officials, and staff). Attendees will be required to sit in designated seats, 

appropriately spaced. In-person attendance will be allowed on a “first-come” basis. 
 

Additionally, to ensure the meeting otherwise remains open to the public, we will continue to broadcast it 

live on the County’s YouTube channel, which can be found via the County’s website at Oconeesc.com. 

Further, the public may call in and listen by dialing 888-475-4499 OR 877-853-5257 and entering meeting 

ID # 833 7798 9766.  And, individuals parked in close proximity to Council Chambers may listen to the 

meeting on FM 92.3. 
 

 

A G E N D A  
OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 

February 16, 2021 

6:00 PM 
Council Chambers, Oconee County Administrative Offices 

415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, SC 
 
 
 

Call to Order                                    
  

 

Public Comment Session         [Limited to a total of forty (40) minutes, four (4) minutes per person.] 

If you are not able to attend in person and you have a comment, you may submit it by contacting our Clerk to 

Council, Katie Smith at ksmith@oconeesc.com or 864-718-1023, so that she may receive your comment and 

read it into the record.  

 

 
  

Council Member Comments      
   

Moment of Silence   
   

Invocation by County Council Chaplain   
 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America  
   

Approval of Minutes   
 February 2, 2021 Regular Minutes 

 

 

Administrator Comments 
 

Attorney Comments 
 

Proclamation 2021-01 
 Proclamation 2021-01 Recognizing February as Black History Month 
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Public Hearings for the Following Ordinances    
If you would like to be heard during either of the public hearings, please contact Clerk to Council Katie 

Smith at ksmith@oconeesc.com or 864-718-1023 so that she may coordinate your participation by 

telephone. 
Ordinance 2021-04  “AN ORDINANCE REQUIRING INDIVIDUALS TO WEAR FACE 

COVERINGS IN CERTAIN FACILITIES OWNED OR OPERATED BY OCONEE COUNTY 

(SUNSET PROVISION INCLUDED), AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO .” 

General Government matter 
 

Ordinance 2021-05  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32 OF THE OCONEE 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, IN CERTAIN LIMITED REGARDS AND 

PARTICULARS ONLY, REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LAKE CORRIDOR 

SIGNAGE STANDARDS, AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

Forwarded from the Planning & Economic Development Committee 

 

Ordinance 2021-06  “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 32 OF THE OCONEE 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, IN CERTAIN LIMITED REGARDS AND 

PARTICULARS ONLY, REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TRAFFIC CORRIDOR 

DESIGN STANDARDS, AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

Forwarded from the Planning & Economic Development Committee 

 

 

Third Reading of the Following Ordinances    
Ordinance 2021-04     [see caption above] 

Ordinance 2021-05     [see caption above] 

 

Second Reading of the Following Ordinances          [None Scheduled] 

 

First Reading of the Following Ordinances           
Ordinance 2021-07  “AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE “NOT TO EXCEED” TAX RATE 

FOR THE KEOWEE FIRE TAX DISTRICT FROM 14.5 MILLS TO 17.5 MILLS, CONSISTENT 

WITH ARTICLE VI OF OCONEE COUNTY ORDINANCE 2003-12, WHICH ESTABLISHED 

THE KEOWEE FIRE TAX DISTRICT AND KEOWEE FIRE COMMISSION.” 

General Government matter 

 

First & Final Reading for the Following Resolutions          
Resolution 2021-02  “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF 

APPROXIMATELY 1.43 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY FROM THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF 

OCONEE COUNTY; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

General Government matter 

 

Resolution 2021-03  “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING OCONEE COUNTY TO ENTER INTO 

A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF WESTMINSTER, WHEREBY THE COUNTY 

WILL CONTINUE TO LEASE APPROXIMATELY 76 ACRES OF REAL PROPERTY 

CONSTITUTING A PORTION OF THE CHAU RAM COUNTY PARK; AND OTHER 

MATTERS RELATED THERETO.” 

General Government matter 
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Discussion Regarding Action Items             
 

Request for removal of Library Board member for non-attendance 
Kathryn Campbell Smith was appointed in January, 2019. Ms. Smith attended the January and May 

meetings in 2019, and has not attended a meeting since that time. This member has also not responded to 

repeated attempts to reach by email, and a letter sent by U.S. Mail inquiring about this member’s intent to 

remain on the Board. Library Board by-laws state that, “(I)f a board member misses two (2) consecutive 

board meetings without an adequate excuse, the board will bring this matter to the attention of County 

Council for consideration of termination from the board.” We request that Ms. Smith be removed from the 

Board so that a replacement can be named for the remainder of her term. 

 

It is the recommendation of the staff liaison to the Board that Ms. Smith be removed so that another 

appointment may be made to fill this de facto vacancy. 

 

Allocation of direct funding not to exceed $210,000 to the Town of Salem for the 

engineering and installation of waterline along the Highway 11 business corridor, 

pump station, generator, and related system infrastructure 
 

On July 17, 2018, funds not to exceed $210,000 were approved by Council to be appropriated from the Economic 

Development fund and committed as a match for the purposes of contributing to a grant which would improve the 

Town of Salem’s water system with the extension of a waterline along Highway 11. The funds would ultimately be 

presented as match on an EDA Disaster Relief grant application for which no award was granted to the Town of 

Salem. 
 

On May 21, 2019, Council approved the funds to be earmarked for the same project and authorized the County 

Administrator to allow the County Grants Writer and Coordinator to work with the Town of Salem to obtain a grant 

for the remaining amount of the project cost. An Economic Infrastructure grant application was submitted to the 

SCRIA, but no award was granted due to greater infrastructure needs in the state.  The $210,000 remains earmarked 

and unspent. 
 

In 2020, the Town of Salem applied for a loan from the State Revolving Fund (SRF) and was selected for the 2021 

(Fiscal Year 2020) project list. The Town of Salem has been awarded $216,000 in principal forgiveness assistance 

for an estimated project cost of $270,000. The Rosier Group is currently managing engineering for the project and 

the SRF loan. The Rosier Group has estimated the total project cost at $640,922.40. The Town of Salem wishes to be 

directly allocated the earmarked $210,000 to supplement the difference between the SRF estimate and the Rosier 

Group’s estimate of the total project cost and begin construction for the project. The allocation of these funds will 

allow the Town of Salem to begin construction as soon as possible and make much needed improvements to the 

water system. 
 

It is staff’s recommendation that Council approve the allocation of direct funding not to exceed $210,000, which has 

been earmarked for this project, to the Town of Salem for the engineering and installation of waterline along 

Highway 11, pump station, generator, and related system infrastructure. 

 

Board & Commission Appointments                                           
     The Board & Commission seats listed below are co-terminus with Council District seats and will require [in the 1st quarter of 

2021] appointment and/or reappointment as follows: 

 

Arts & Historical Commission 

District II:  2 questionnaires on file for this seat 
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Board of Zoning Appeals 

District V:  1 questionnaire on file for this seat 

 

Building Codes Appeal Board 

1 At-Large Seats:  No questionnaire on file for this seat 

 

Conservation Bank Board 

District IV:  2 questionnaires on file for this seat 

District V:  No questionnaire on file for this seat 
 

 

Executive Session             
[upon reconvening Council may take a Vote and/or take Action on matters brought up for discussion in Executive Session, if required]                  

For the following purposes, as allowed for in § 30-4-70(a) of the South Carolina Code of Laws:  

[None Scheduled] 
 

 

Adjourn 
 

Assisted Listening Devices [ALD] are available to accommodate the special needs of citizens attending meetings held in Council Chambers. 

ALD requests should be made to the Clerk to Council at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting start time. 

Oconee County Council, Committee, Board & Commission meeting schedules, agendas are posted at the Oconee County Administration Building & are available on the County Council Website. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF OCONEE 

ORDINANCE 2021-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE “NOT TO EXCEED” TAX 

RATE FOR THE KEOWEE FIRE TAX DISTRICT FROM 14.5 

MILLS TO 17.5 MILLS, CONSISTENT WITH ARTICLE VI OF 

OCONEE COUNTY ORDINANCE 2003-12, WHICH 

ESTABLISHED THE KEOWEE FIRE TAX DISTRICT AND 

KEOWEE FIRE COMMISSION. 

 

 WHEREAS, Oconee County Ordinance 2003-12 established the Keowee Fire Tax District 

and its governing board, the Keowee Fire Commission, consistent with the results of a special 

referendum election held on August 12, 2003. A copy of Ordinance 2003-12 is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A; and 

 WHEREAS, Article VI of Ordinance 2003-12 set forth the mechanism whereby the “not 

to exceed” tax rate for the Keowee Fire Tax District could be increased from its initial limit of 14.5 

mills; and 

 WHEREAS, Oconee County Ordinance 2006-13 amended certain provisions of 

Ordinance 2003-12, but it did not increase the “not to exceed” tax rate or change the mechanism 

to alter the tax rate; and 

 WHEREAS, consistent with Article VI, Section 6.01 of Ordinance 2003-12, the Keowee 

Fire Commission notified citizens of its intent to consider raising the “not to exceed” tax rate by 

notice in The Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in the County, a copy of which is attached 

hereto as Exhibit B. (See also the Fire Commission’s Official Statement attached hereto as Exhibit 

C.) 

 WHEREAS, on January 19, 2021, consistent with Article VI, Section 6.02 of Ordinance 

2003-12, the Keowee Fire Commission voted to increase the “not to exceed” tax rate from 14.5 

mills to 17.5 mills and has submitted the required written request to the Oconee County Council 

(the “Council”), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

 NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained by the Oconee County Council, in meeting 

duly assembled, that: 

 1. Council finds that the Keowee Fire Commission has complied with the 

requirements outlined in Ordinance 2003-12 for increasing the “not to exceed” tax rate for the 

Keowee Fire Tax District from 14.5 mills to 17.5 mills. 

 2. Ordinance 2003-12 is hereby amended in all relevant parts so that the “not to 

exceed” tax rate is now established at 17.5 mills. 



2021-07 

 

 3. Should any part or provision of this Ordinance be deemed unconstitutional or 

unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the 

remainder of this Ordinance, all of which is hereby deemed separable.  

 4.  All ordinances, orders, resolutions, and actions of County Council inconsistent 

herewith are, to the extent of such inconsistency only, hereby repealed, revoked, and rescinded.  

 5. All other terms, provisions, and parts of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances 

not amended hereby, directly or by implication, shall remain in full force.  

 6. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after third reading, 

public hearing, and enactment by County Council.  

 ORDAINED in meeting, duly assembled, this ______ day of _________________, 2021. 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Katie D. Smith     John Elliott 

Clerk to Oconee County Council   Chair, Oconee County Council 

 

 

First Reading:  February 16, 2021 

Second Reading: __________________ 

Third Reading: __________________ 

Public Hearing: __________________ 
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In Print & Online • Subscribe Today & Save!
864.  • www.upstatetoday.com

Thanks to Our 
Loyal Subscribers
Make sure you’re enjoying all of your subscriber perks!

Go to www.upstatetoday.com

Fetching you the local stories and developments 
that matter most is what we do best, and we

couldn’t do it without your valued readership. 
Thank you for your support!

Good Stuff. Good Prices.

Shop The Classifieds

Your new ride is waiting for 

ADOPT A DOG!
Save a Life!

Loyal, loving dogs & puppies
$85 adoption fee includes

spay/neuter, vaccines,
microchip. Take a wonderful

companion home today!
oconeehumane.org
Call 882-4719

The City of Walhalla is accepting
applications for a maintenance
worker in the water department.

The maintenance worker will
perform maintenance and repairs

in the water and sewer
departments. An outdoor

all-weather job. High School
graduate or GED equivalent.

Must possess a valid SC Driver's
license and good driving record.
Job requires reading small print.

Must frequently lift and/or move 25
lbs to 100lbs. Applications will be

accepted until the position is filled.
Applications may be obtained from

the City Hall, 206 N Church St.
EOE/AAE

PET MARKET

■ PETS/LIVESTOCKUniversity Place, Clemson ....................4BR/2BA, Furnished...............$1000-$1150

University Terrace................................4BR/2BA, Furnished...............$1150-$1300

Chadsworth Commons, Clemson...........2BR/2BA & 2BR/2.5BA..............$950-$1025

Tillman Place, Clemson........................4BR/2BA..........................................$1200

Village Green, Clemson........................2BR/1.5BA, Townhouse.......................$835

Cedarwood, Clemson...........................2BR/2BA.............................................$720

Crawford Falls, Clemson.......................3BR or 4BR.............................$1990-$2250

819 Bellview, Seneca...........................3BR/2.5BA..........................................$950

Foothills Property Management
APARTMENTS 1 BR • Efficiencies • 2 BR • 3 BR • 4BR

Furnished • Unfurnished • $425 and Up • Mini Warehouses $20-$100

1017 Tiger Blvd. at ReMax, Clemson, SC
864-654-1000

www.clemsonrentals.com
Debra Boggs,

Prop. Mgr.
Robin Valadez,

Broker
Rebekah Brackett 

Prop. Mgr.

RENTALS & More

ADVERTISE
YOUR AUCTION...

in 99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word
classified will reach more
than 2.1 million readers.

Call Randall Savely
at the S.C. Newspaper

Network, 1-888-727-7377

AUCTIONS
The City of Walhalla Water
Department is accepting

applications for a full-time clerk in
the water billing department.

Applicants must have excellent
computer skills, ability to type 40
wpm, be able to read small print,
be self motivated, a fast learner,
ability to work in a high pressure,
fast paced environment. Ability to

balance a cash drawer and
handle cash required. Must be

able to follow directions.
Applications will be accepted until
position is filled, and are available

at Walhalla City Hall,
206 N Church ST

EOE/AAE

■ SALES & SERVICES

HELP WANTED GENERAL
4 Kenda Karrier S-Trail
ST145/R12 Radial Tires

w/ 12" White Spoke Wheel
-5 on 4-1/2 - LR D for sale:
$25 each. Less than 500

miles on tires.
Call 864-247-4253.

■ EMPLOYMENT

DIRECTV NOW

•No Satellite Needed.
$40/month. 65 Channels.

Stream Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports &

On Demand Titles.
•No Annual Contract.

•No Commitment.

Call
1-877-378-0180

Maytag Washer
and Dryer
$100 for each

Call 864-364-9521

The Keowee Fire Commission will
meet at 3:00pm January 19, 2021
at the Keowee Fire Department to

discuss revising the NOT TO
EXCEED millage rate.

PUBLISHERS NOTICE
ALL real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968 which
makes it illegal to advertise "any
preference, limitations or discrimi-
nation" based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation." This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis.

Over 70: Dept. 56
New England Lighted Village

houses and buildings with
accessories in the original

boxes. Selling individually or
in multiples for a quick sale

Call 864-638-5575

HOUSES

■ REAL ESTATE SALES
Tree Hall-

$100
Call 864-364-9521

AT&T
INTERNET

STARTING at $40/month
w/ 12 month agmt.

Includes 1 TB of data per
month. Get more for your
high-speed internet thing.

Ask us how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply.

Call us today
1-855-724-3001

DENTAL
INSURANCE

from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance- NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental Information Kit
with all the details!

1-855-397-7030
www.dental50plus.com/60

#6258

COMPUTER/ELECTRONICS

Marker Ski Jacket:
Grey and Red, detatchable hood.

Never worn. $99
Call 864-722-5236

Kitchen Table
with 4 chairs

$100
Call 864-364-9521

30" pontoon trailer
belted winch. $15.
Call 864-247-4253

Need New
Flooring?

Call Empire Today
To schedule a
FREE in-home

estimate on
Carpeting &

Flooring.
Call Today

844-254-3873

Love Seats
Burgundy leather $20

Wine colored Leather $50
Call 864-364-9521

BATHROOM
RENOVATIONS
Easy, One Day

Updates!
We specialize in safe
bathing. Grab bars,

no slip flooring
& seated showers.

Call for a free
in-home consultation:

844-524-2197

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Instant pot.

6 qt Duo 7 in 1.
Programmable pressure

cooker. Gently used, includes
all stock accessories,

plus additional purchases.
$30. Call

864-353-8693.

■ ANNOUNCEMENTS

SCRHA is an equal housing organization and prohibits 
discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, national origin or familial status.

Please contact Bridgette at 864-882-8485

Rental fee includes: Water, Sewer, & Natural Gas

SC Regional Housing 
Authority No.1

2, 3 & 4 Bedroom 
Unfurnished Apartments 

Available in Seneca,
Walhalla & Westminster

Now
Available

For Rent

Rent based on income.
Small pets allowed with deposit.

Long black leather
coat for sale Size 18,
Excellent condition.

paid $200, asking $70.
Call 864-638-6235

MERCHANDISE UNDER $100

■ MERCHANDISE

U-STOR-IT
Mini Warehouse

Inside • Outside • No Cameras
Fenced • Not Gated • Lighted

Old Clemson Hwy.
654-1000

Two great new
offers from

AT&T Wireless!
Ask how to get the new

iPhone 11 or Next Generation
Samsung Galaxy S10e

ON US with AT&T's
Buy One, Give One offer.

•While Supplies last!

Call
1-855-928-2915

Call 882-2375 to 
Place Your Ad Today!

Basic 3bd 2ba,
2,200 sq ft

$1,100 per month.
Call 850-527-2016

for more information!

Viasat
Satellite
Internet

Up to 12 Mbps Plans
Starting at..$20/month.

Our Fastest Speeds
(up to 50 Mbps)
& Unlimited Data

*Plans Start at $100/month.

Call Viasat
Today

1-866-463-8950

HOUSES FOR RENT
$0 BARN CATS $0

Save a life!
Give a feral cat a barn home.
Rabies vaccination & fixed.
Oconee Humane Society

Call 864-882-4719

ADVERTISE YOUR
VACATION
PROPERTY

FOR RENT OR SALE

To more than 2.1 million
South Carolina newspaper

readers. Your 25-word
classified ad will appear in

99 S.C. newspapers for only
$375. Call Alanna Ritchie at

the South Carolina Newspaper
Network,

1-888-727-7377.

HydraStorm
Hydration Pack

Backpack
Brand New! $15

Text 864-784-4063

VACATION/RESORT RENTALS Oxygen--
Anytime.

Anywhere.
•No tanks to refill.

•No deliveries.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is

only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!

FREE info kit:
833-833-1650

■ REAL ESTATE RENT

REPORT YOUR LOST PET
to Oconee County Animal Shelter

888-0221 or email info to:
ocas@netmds.com

You may include a photo. We will
contact you if we find your pet.

ADOPT A CAT!
Save a Life!

Snuggly, purry cats & kittens
$75 adoption fee includes:

spay/neuter, vaccines,
microchip. Take a SWEET
companion home today!

oconeehumane.org
Call 882-4719

Oconee Memorial Burial
plot for sale Section J,
Graves 1 & 2 Lot 1E.

Asking $2100 for both.
864-638-3304

EARTHLINK
HIGH SPEED

INTERNET
As Low As...$14.95/Mo.

(for the first 3 months)
Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More!

Call Earthlink Today!
1-877-649-9469

7' Christmas Tree
very nice condition.

$40. Lights and
ornaments can be sold

separately.
Call 864-882-9162.

Leave message if no answer

Best Deal
In Town!

1 Br.-$475. • 2 Br.-$595.
Ask About Our

Weekly Specials!
•Furn/Power Pkgs.

•On CAT Bus Route.

Call
(864)882-0636

LOST & FOUND MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE APARTMENTS UNFURNISHEDMERCHANDISE UNDER $100 COMPUTER/ELECTRONICS PET MARKET

■ ANNOUNCEMENTS ■ PETS/LIVESTOCK■ MERCHANDISE ■ REAL ESTATE RENT■ MERCHANDISE■ MERCHANDISE

C L A S S I F I E D
864.973.6676

upstatetoday.comMARKETPLACEMARKETPLACE

YARD SALES:
2 Days - $25.00
10 Line Limit

(each additional Line $1)

Each additional day: 
$5.00

$66
for a 5 line ad with photo 

for 24 issues

Call by 3 p.m. 
Ask for Aubry!

Get your ad in the next day!

864-973-6676
Hours: 8 am – 5 pm 

Monday – Friday 

We Can Help You Sell 
Your Car Fast! 
For as little as

Merchandise Items over $100.00. 6 lines for $57.00

Sell items under $100 

Visit www.upstatetoday.com
Then click CLASSIFIEDS.

FREE

◀

D6 THE JOURNAL  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2020
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Exhibit C 
Keowee Fire Tax District  

 
The Keowee Fire Commission and the members of the Keowee Fire Department ask 
for your support to raise the “not to exceed” millage rate by 3 mils.  Raising the 
millage rate will provide critical funding opportunities to keep our services and 
response level appropriate for the district and keep the safety of our firefighters as a 
top priority. 
 
Background 
 
Since 2004 the Keowee Fire Tax District has been committed to operating within the 
boundaries of the “not to exceed” millage cap of 14.5.  In 2004, the Fire Department 
operated on a $346,000 budget, responded to 72 fire calls, had 22 volunteers and 4 
paid staff.  The district population was just over 5000 people. 
 
Over the last 16 years, the Keowee Fire Commission and Fire Department staff have 
worked hard to maintain adequate response services to a growing community while 
operating inside the financial boundaries set forth in the establishing ordinance.  We 
survived three county-wide property reassessments and the economic turndown of 
2008 through diligent management of our resources. 
 
Now 16 years later, we are still operating within the same tax rate established in 
2004 but the population of the district has more than doubled, the call volume has 
increased almost 700%, and the number of volunteers has significantly declined.  
With the decline in volunteers and the increased demand for fire and EMS response, 
the district has had no choice but add services, personnel, and equipment.  Today, 
the department operates out of 3 stations, with a paid staff of 24, 5 volunteers, and 
an annual operating budget of $882,000. 
 
The Commission has made a strong effort to operate within the 14.5 mils by relying 
on increased property values and district growth to absorb cost.  Unfortunately, we 
have arrived at a point where it is no longer feasible.  The increased cost of replacing 
older equipment, maintaining adequate staffing, marked increase funding of the 
state retirement system, and the upkeep of three stations requires an adjustment to 
the “not to exceed millage.”  Beginning in 2022 staffing levels would need to be 
reduced, which would compromise not only the safety of the people we protect, but 
also the safety of our firefighters.  Replacing equipment and apparatus that has 
exceeded its service life would no longer be possible and the department will be 
forced to begin spending money from reserves to fund the day to day operation. 
 
Raising the millage rate to 17.5 or $12 per $100,000 appraised value, will provide 
critical funding opportunities to keep our services and response level appropriate 
for the district.  Increasing staff, replacing our 1991 ladder truck, maintaining our 
stations in good working order, continued replacement of generators, saws, 
extrication tools, and air packs, as they reach their service life, and keeping the 
safety of our firefighters as a top priority are just a few examples of how those funds 
will be used. 
 



The Keowee Fire Commission believes their dedication to an efficient, budget 
conscious operation has been proven over the last 16 years and ask for your support 
as they seek an increase in funding. 
 

 
 
 
Accomplishments 
 

 Reduced the ISO rating from a 7/9 to a class 3 for the entire district 
 Constructed a new headquarters station  
 Constructed a second station on the south end of the district which lowered 

the ISO rating and increased public safety 
 Licensed as a SC DHEC EMS non-transporting response agency 
 Require all new hires to be EMT-B or higher certified 
 Partnership with Prisma Health to house an ambulance 12hrs/day 
 Partnership with Oconee Sheriff’s office to provide deputies a substation 
 Wrote and awarded over $400,000 in grants for needed equipment 
 Increased paid staffing to meet the increased call volume  
 Partnership with Oconee County to add a marine unit to Lake Keowee  
 Maintained greater than 3000hrs of training annually 
 Special operations: Dive rescue, Trench, Radiological response 
 Maintained all equipment at a ready to respond level 
 Purchased a new Rescue Engine (Delivery 4/20) 
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