MINUTES OCONEE COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING MARCH 6,1979

The regular meeting of County Council was opened by Chairman Phinney
with the invocation by Mr. Crain. Mr. Frady was the only Member absent.

Motion by Mr. Ables second by Dr. Earle and carried to approve minutes of
the February 23rd meeting as furnished.

Chairman Phinney announced that Mr. Ables would have to leave at 8 P.M. for
a prior commitment.

OCEA President, Harold Waters again requested Council's approval for funds
to support a teacher pay raise,

Or. Earle expressed thanks to Mr. Waters for his participation and wel-
comed the teachers. He assured them that County Council is committed to
solve this problem, as it is not only a County Council and School Board
problem but also an Oconee County problem. He stated he hopes it can be
resolved soon as he feels it is critical. He further stated he would be no
part of anything that would disrupt the education of Oconee County children,
as they will be the loosers if this problem is not solved satisfactorily.

Mrs. Jennings told teachers they are professionals-not baby sitters and their
main purpose is to educate the children. She further stated this is a give and
take situation and the children are sure to be the loosers. She recuested
teachers to look at their leadership.

Motion by Mr. Ables second by Mrs. Jennings to adopt " Oconee County Sewer
Ordinance 79-4 " on First reading - the vote 4 For and O Against. It was
pointed out the municipalities would adopt a 1ike Ordinance.

Tax Collector, John Fowler gave an update on delinquent tax collections
stating he hoped to double his collection over last year. Mr. Fowler stated
the Sheriff's Dept. was assisting him with collections and the recent update
has been very helpful to him. Mr. Ables announced that a meeting of council
would be held at an early date to review the 1list.

The County Attorney provided a copy of a letter to each member of Council
that he had received from the Office of the Attorney General with regard

to the powers of the Council and the Oconee County School System. The letter
rendered an opinion concerning the transfer of general County tax funds to
the School Board, the use of Revenue Sharing for School purposes, and
deficient financing. A copy of subject letter is attached hereto and made

a part of these minutes.

Mrs. Jennings reported she has met with several of Department Heads for
budget discussion.

The Road Committee has met to discuss the road priority list update. This

Tist was made in 1975 by Mr. Hershel Barnett and he has aqreed to work part
time for about 30 days to update it according to Mr. Crain who also announced
the Committee has agreed to receive bids on the old rock crusher. As Vice
Chairman of the Buildings and Grounds Committee, Mr. Crain moved to approve the
instaliation of two telephones at the Walhalla Library at an installation cost
of $172.72 and a monthly charge of $79.69 second by Mrs. Jennings, motion
unanimously carried. Mr. Crain pointed out that the city of Westminster will
pay for telephones at the Westminster Library.



Pg. two Minutes March 6,1979

Chairman Phinney announced on behalf of the Pilot Club of Walhalla an
invitation for County Council Members and Wives/Husbands to attend their
Civic Night,March 16th at the Holiday Inn -in Clemson.

Mr. Ables moved, Mr. Crain seconded and it was agreed to go into executive
session to discuss legal matters.
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