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Fiscal Autonomy

FiSC".:]E Autgnormy iora school distict in South Shrdling refdrs otheauthenty of thie local

Sl poard of trustesslo approve & 9ehoot dintiol gl without theoversignt of
anotengovening body: I layraan s terms: this means that & woeal schoo! board hias the:
Autharity to raise taxes o-suppart the school district budget: - Figeal suionomy can be
wnlirnited (nalimil i the amaunt thal takes can be raged) or lirtled {the amount that taxes
can be rased is segulated by taw], The passing of Act 388 by the SCegistalirain on0E
lirnifed &l iocal governnients’ ability to increase property taxes (millage may now only e
ihereased by 3 percentage thal s based on TP and population growth). A3 3 resulf, no
Boulh Canpling county @'n'u_a AP Or sthel disiriel has uriimitad fistal aumonomy.

Aoeording ta the 8C School Boards Association, Tn 2007, only- 28 of ihe siate's 85 schoal
dhistricts hadno fisca avtanamy (sea attachrent ). This means that in those disticts, the
slected sohool beards could not approve Aanding for district neads witheut seei-:i'?rg
appraval from snother governing body e clizen group. Coonee Counly s ol those 26
diziricts.

Thisre are mary arguments that are often used agsing! fecal autoriomy. Many will state
Lzl it increasss the number of gesenment bodiss wilh axing aethority, and hal {fi'lei:ké
ot balane;es DETWEEN locs| gu::--.fernments may e diminished. HC":I'!'E'!'ET. our EI“QLFF[ ertis
that dﬂﬁsr-:anﬂ Eh:uh:l be made '.::-j,r thiz efeciod officials wm:u Have Te *’r‘nst rriowledgs ofthe
sitiration. 1 s case the BehGa] Bz is tﬁn? H-PEE"FFr:" eRicly wh Ras The mest information
regaiding the prionbes apnd needs of e school children I Coones Courty

Agdianal argumentefor fiscal aptonomy ackode:

1y The Sekhnal Bexard has thealillly o respend direcly Lo slale mandales and any
financial demands thal are placed upon i hv"ﬁlate"and rational governing entitias.

2} At 388 actually provides | mitstions on the: Buthonty of dooal-School Boards to rase
taREs Deyond sa mﬁts which s & f 'ur‘n::'r.l:un currently hald by Coonty Council,

) Ressarch J_n-:i.ip,_atﬁ:s_that REnal aulonomy dogs not necessarhyiead o higher tax.
rt@s, Again this suppnds tha idea thatl tax decisions are bast miade by thie body hat
i iocaly ajected to make such decisions,

Ay Thiers: neads ebe s match I::-Emréeﬂ-“ atcouniatility measures, The Sehol E-I}dl‘lj i
mapunmb'i-s for student pEformance, 28 measured on -r*amf accountaspity
Feasdres, ard the same Board shoul d e aoocuntable boovolens based on the se
of locally raised igx funds, School Bodrds have the ulimate responsibilily for the
commuryiy's retlrn on teicbax invesiment {EIEEJ-&I""I c-and fnancish,
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There-are acouple of things 1o ksen In mind dering vour meeting with the Choonee
Caunty Schob! Board,

E Lirnited Physical Anisnory: Granteg: lfted: Sseal aptonomy to tie Schosk
Elaéu‘-:l wanld have o hedone 11}- i lﬁglklfltl'-.ﬂﬂ el etion sind nok E'nl..n:.-. l!:'mjm,ﬂ Tft‘nu]:m
'sﬁpf:nnm fiae “:-..,ht:rﬂ-l I‘ﬁ‘-::rarii‘ i bseflon 1o abiain hesited Fscal. amurrcrrnjh Fauncil ol clw-&a_l
bt & letter be woitten M suppert of the Schos! Board’s postton o could pase a resedation in
suppor of e poshon.

2 Renech Library Property! Actonding (b leo] papecs, LheSchool Bodnd is soing
to odier to Oconee Connty approximately. Sdceds s the pewe elemeaiary schon] i Senecs fora
newy Library for 5::11-:3::3. Aceordii 1o the paper, the Schoel Board would wanl iy bivve g revirter
ahanse h['u:: deed, whish would Tesult in the pr-;-pxmrmwjﬂur ':na-::k t:the Sehool Diserio il e
Caunty i niil builil i ’I1F~1“-.>} witlnm Fve (s WA,

tll'd mefg.-' a-amm_ J.Ls oitel fhe County wevadd st Lo minke siins ah,u thth veverier
Hﬁu'-jf.: ﬁ the only restricion. on the: praperty.  ln c:-ﬂsfr wmﬂs we ol nal -.-.am 1 i;ﬂ;nh sl
eurrseives do i wath thie priperty other e e the optton %0 build a b, inaddisen,
we ikl not want Uie revester vlagse loolake efferl it he Clounty bas svoned & coniraes fi;rrfﬁe-
ndding of the libgary withi thi (Tve 33 year perice.
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This diwn side of oRNing: e propeny id thiai the Couity will lave @ msdnain e
property, - An Ehnmnlarv eliond 13- ht“‘?ﬂ il om ke 1.:‘|1m:m‘-|, parcel. ['tti; oty wenkd peed w

ke ateps to make sure thal the propirby was propedy rhaintained amd 1har it was safe for
chitdden who mightbe eaversiss the properly [Fom Line G bme,

[F the Conniy Wamnis 1o te up the pmpe::w weithiogt Swning the property, dnethér aption
wonlhd he G tbe Schagl THsibet foomve the Counteen optos to puschase the praperty it-r.-c-]:.f-&
CRl.u0y '.]1'H],EI.1 L Sl dner i ﬁujm(l'=r$1t1nﬁ By doing this, Hability for the praperty
‘l';.*ﬁu‘ii FEn SHALEY WATE T.J-r,r .'E.a:]mr.ﬁl Dlhﬁ_l_,__l '|'|1.|‘ wewernld e ghle by obtiin he Br czpu.*.ﬁ'-f foia lbrary
1 Cootinte Coune deeides o build a Tibrary on tharaite. The opdin 1o purshase coudd he for fve
U5 vesrsand the Ceantycould pay nc:rmtm] consiteration by theopting;

Acthind epticn wionkd he for the Sehopf Thsteicl w give the County the fivst night 6f E’ﬁl&ﬂ]
0 prpchase the property. Awaim, thigoonld he for nominad considerasion gad would reselinths
oroperty remaining la the hands ol the Schowl Dhatnel. Thedown .'m.h:*-:ﬂ' s eptian weokd b
thal the SI;J:[-:I::IJ. District could forcs the County 1o fpake o decision concer i Eh lse gl this.
PRy fur w Hhrary He fading amothes purchzser of the property;  Also; tnder sach o seenan,
Al oiighl reguive the County b purehase for e property ot ness merket value

Finaily, remember that the Senect ._..L:ln':-.l:.r Wiy e 13 e [:-1'-.1_||:|.:-[~. o e fisi o the [
Progect Sales Tax refercidum two {2) veats ago.  Unless Couneil decides o baild (He Hoary
i G0 Bonds, 1 seems beely that the !‘.‘LCR-?CH, Lirary wouid apain bea fufure pocnect i the
list Trom e ]"‘“‘u Pmiﬂ-:..t Seles Tax If'"f:-mm'ljﬁ on m20THE
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