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___________________________________________________________ 
 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
OCONEE COUNTY 

ORDINANCE 2012-19 
 

ORDERING A REFERENDUM IN OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
TO SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORS OF THE COUNTY THE QUESTION OF 
WHETHER THE AUTHORIZATION PREVIOUSLY GRANTED IN A 
REFERENDUM HELD ON APRIL 13, 1976, SHALL BE MODIFIED TO 
AUTHORIZE AND EMPOWER THE COUNTY TO ACQUIRE, CONSTRUCT 
AND OPERATE WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES, TO PROVIDE 
WASTEWATER SERVICES IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA OF THE 
COUNTY AND TO UTILIZE FUNDS FROM SPECIFIED SOURCES FOR 
SUCH PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR THE FORM OF BALLOT TO BE 
USED; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE OF THE REFERENDUM; AND 
PROVIDING ALL OTHER THINGS NECESSARY TO SUBMIT THE 
AFORESAID QUESTION. 

 
 
 

Date Enacted: June 5, 2012 
___________________________________________________________ 
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 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1.  Findings. The County Council (the “Council”) of Oconee County, South 
Carolina (the “County”), hereby finds and determines: 

 
(a)   Pursuant to Section 4-9-10 of the S.C. Code, the County operates under the 

Council-Administrator form of government, and the County Council constitutes the governing body 
of the County.  

 
(b) Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 16 of the Constitution of the State of South 

Carolina, 1895, as amended, any county may, upon majority vote of the electors voting on the 
question, acquire by initial construction or purchase and thereafter operate a sewer system. 

 
  (c)     In a referendum held on April 13, 1976 (the “1976 Referendum”) the 
electors of the County authorized the County to acquire, construct and operate a wastewater 
treatment facility.  The County now desires to submit to the electors of the County a referendum 
question which would modify the previous 1976 Referendum and  authorize and empower the 
County to acquire, construct and operate wastewater treatment facilities to provide for the 
collection, treatment and disposal of wastewater in the unincorporated areas of the County and to 
provide for the sources funds which may be used for such acquisition, construction and 
operation. 

 
  (d) It is in the best interest of the County for the Council to provide that a 
referendum be held in order to submit to the qualified electors of the County the question set forth in 
Section 4 hereof. 
 

SECTION 2.  Order to Hold Referendum.  Pursuant to the aforesaid provisions of the 
Constitution and laws of the State of South Carolina, there is hereby ordered a referendum to be 
held in the County on November 6, 2012 (the “Referendum”), at which there shall be submitted 
to all persons being residents of the County, qualified to vote under the Constitution and laws of 
the State of South Carolina as more specifically set forth in Section 6 hereof, the question set 
forth in Section 4 hereof. 
 

SECTION 3.   Voting and Polling Places.  The voting precincts, or any portion thereof, in 
the County for the Referendum shall be as designated by Section 7-7-430 of the South Carolina 
Code of Laws 1976, as amended (the “Code”).  The polling places in each of such precincts shall be 
designated by the Oconee County Voter Registration and Election Commission (the “Election 
Commission”).  
  

SECTION 4.  Form of Ballot.  The Election Commission is directed to cause there to be 
provided a sufficient number of Ivotronic voting machines for use at all voting places in the 
Referendum, and to cause there to be provided for each voting place a number of paper ballots 
not to exceed ten percent (10%) of the registered qualified voters at the voting place. The 
Referendum shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of the South Carolina Election 



GREENVILLE 298872v5 
Ordinance 2012-19 3

Law governing voting machines.  Such voting machines shall be delivered to the Election 
Commission for distribution to the Managers of Election at the several polling places.  The form 
of question to be used in the Referendum shall be in the form set forth below.  However, the 
format of the question on the ballot may be changed to accommodate voting machines.  The 
Election Commission shall provide appropriate instructions to voters for use of the voting 
machines and paper ballots. 
 
 

(FORM OF BALLOT) 
 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
REFERENDUM ON THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND  

OPERATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 
 

OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
November 6, 2012 

 
No. ___________ Precinct ____________ 
 
 
              
       Initials of Issuing Officer 

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
OFFICIAL BALLOT 

REFERENDUM ON THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND  
OPERATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 

 
OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

November 6, 2012 
 

Shall the authorization to acquire, construct and operate a wastewater treatment 
facility previously granted to Oconee County, South Carolina (the “County”), in a 
referendum held on April 13, 1976, be modified to authorize and empower the 
County to acquire, construct and operate (or to undertake any one or more of the 
foregoing) wastewater treatment facilities (including, but not limited to, treatment 
plants, trunk lines, collector lines, connector lines, force mains, and all other 
necessary equipment) to provide for the collection, treatment and disposal of 
wastewater in any portions or all of the unincorporated area of the County; 
provided the funds to be used for such acquisition, construction and operation (or 
to undertake any one or more of the foregoing) shall be derived from one or more 
of the following sources: 
 
  (1) moneys from State and Federal grants;  

(2) revenue bonds issued by the County; 
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(3) general obligation bonds issued by the County payable from special 
assessments, taxes or service charges; 
(4) ad valorem or other taxes or fees, funds of the County and other 
available sources; 
(5) one or more contracts between the County and any persons, 
corporations, political subdivisions or other entities utilizing the facilities; 
and 
(6) revenues derived from the operation of the facilities? 
 

 
  In favor of the question / yes   
 
  Opposed to the question / no   
 
[Instructions to be provided by Oconee County Voter Registration and Election 
Commission] 
 
Explanation: 
 
The referendum question proposes a modification of the authorization previously 
granted by the voters of Oconee County to acquire, construct and operate a 
wastewater treatment facility.  If approved, the County would be authorized to 
acquire, construct and operate wastewater treatment facilities for the collection, 
treatment and disposal of wastewater in the unincorporated areas of the County, 
and to expend funds for such purposes from the various sources set forth in the 
question. 

 
SECTION 6. Qualifications of Voters.  Every person offering to vote (a) must be at least 

18 years of age; (b) must be duly registered on the books of registration for Oconee County as an 
elector in the precinct in which he or she resides and offers to vote; (c) must be registered on or 
before the date on which said books of registration are closed for the Referendum; and (d) must 
present his or her current and valid form of identification as required by South Carolina law in 
effect as of the date of the Referendum.   

 
Any registered elector who has moved his or her place of residence after the date on 

which the books of registration are closed for the Referendum, but before the date of the 
Referendum, shall be entitled to vote in the Referendum in his or her previous precinct of 
residence. The books of registration shall be closed thirty (30) days before the Referendum. 
Absentee ballots for the Referendum shall be available at the office of the Election Commission.   
 

SECTION 7.  Notice of Referendum.  The Council hereby authorizes the publication of a 
Notice of Referendum to be published in The Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in the 
County, in compliance with Section 7-13-35 of the S.C. Code.   Such notice shall be published 
substantially in the form hereinafter set forth not later than 60 days before the date of the 
Referendum and again not later than two weeks after the first notice.    
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(FORM OF NOTICE OF REFERENDUM) 
 

NOTICE OF REFERENDUM 
ON THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION OF WASTEWATER 

TREATMENT FACILITIES 
 

OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
November 6, 2012 

 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Referendum will be held in Oconee County, South 
Carolina (the “County”), on November 6, 2012, for the purpose of submitting to all persons 
qualified to vote in the County, under the Constitution and laws of the State of South Carolina the 
following question: 
 

 REFERENDUM ON THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION AND  
OPERATION OF WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES 

 
OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 

November 6, 2012 
 

Shall the authorization to acquire, construct and operate a wastewater treatment 
facility previously granted to Oconee County, South Carolina (the “County”), in a 
referendum held on April 13, 1976, be modified to authorize and empower the 
County to acquire, construct and operate (or to undertake any one or more of the 
foregoing) wastewater treatment facilities (including, but not limited to, treatment 
plants, trunk lines, collector lines, connector lines, force mains, and all other 
necessary equipment) to provide for the collection, treatment and disposal of 
wastewater in any portions or all of the unincorporated area of the County; 
provided the funds to be used for such acquisition, construction and operation (or 
to undertake any one or more of the foregoing) shall be derived from one or more 
of the following sources: 
  (1) moneys from State and Federal grants;  

(2) revenue bonds issued by the County; 
(3) general obligation bonds issued by the County payable from special 
assessments, taxes or service charges; 
(4) ad valorem or other taxes or fees, funds of the County and other 
available sources; 
(5) one or more contracts between the County and any persons, 
corporations, political subdivisions or other entities utilizing the facilities; 
and 
(6) revenues derived from the operation of the facilities? 
 

 
  In favor of the question / yes   
 
  Opposed to the question / no   
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Explanation: 
 
The referendum question proposes a modification of the authorization previously 
granted by the voters of Oconee County to acquire, construct and operate a 
wastewater treatment facility.  If approved, the County would be authorized to 
acquire, construct and operate wastewater treatment facilities for the collection, 
treatment and disposal of wastewater in the unincorporated areas of the County, 
and to expend funds for such purposes from the various sources set forth in the 
question. 
 

 The question is being submitted pursuant to Article VIII, Section 16 of the Constitution of 
the State of South Carolina, 1895, as amended; Title 7, Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as 
amended; and Ordinance No. 2012-19 enacted on June 5, 2012, by the County Council of Oconee 
County, South Carolina.  The question is being submitted to determine whether a majority of 
qualified electors in the County who vote on the question approve the modification of the 
authorization previously granted in a referendum held on April 13, 1976, to authorize and empower 
the County to acquire, construct and operate (or to undertake any one or more of the foregoing) 
wastewater treatment facilities (as more particularly described in the above question) in the 
unincorporated areas of the County; provided the funds to be used for such acquisition, construction 
and operation shall be derived from the sources set forth in the question. 
 
 The precincts or portions thereof within the County and locations of the several polling 
places for such Referendum are as follows: 
 

Precinct Location of Polling Place 
  
Bounty Land Hamilton Career Center 

100 Vocational Dr., Seneca, SC 
Earles Grove Community Center 

398 Cedar Ln. Rd., Westminster, SC 
Fair Play Fair-Oak Youth Center 

150 School Road, Fair Play, SC 
Friendship Friendship Fire Station 

1307 Friendship Rd., Seneca, SC 
Holly Springs Community Center 

125B Reese Cobb Rd., Westminster, SC 
Keowee Keowee-Ebenezer Fire Station 

7031 Keowee School Rd., Seneca, SC 
Long Creek Community Center 

12351 Long Creek Hwy. 
Westminster, SC 

Madison Cleveland Fire Station 
684 Cleveland Pike Rd. 
Westminster, SC 
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Mountain Rest Community Center 

120 Verner Mill Rd., Mountain Rest, SC 
 

Newry-Corinth Newry Masonic Hall 
701 Broadway St., Newry, SC 

Oakway Oakway Middle School 
150 School House Rd., Westminster, SC 

Ravenel Corinth-Shiloh Fire Station 
9401 Old Clemson Hwy., Seneca, SC 

Return Return Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 
733 Return Church Rd., Seneca, SC 

Richland Rock Springs Methodist Church 
895 Poplar Springs Rd., Westminster, SC 

Salem Salem City Hall 
5 Park Ave., Salem, SC 

Seneca No. 1 Shaver Gymnasium 
698 W.S. 4th Street, Seneca, SC 

Seneca No. 2 Shaver Gymansium 
698 W.S. 4th Street, Seneca, SC 

Seneca No. 3 Shaver Gymnasium  
698 W.S. 4th Street, Seneca, SC 

Seneca No. 4 Shaver Gymnasium 
698 W.S. 4th Street, Seneca, SC 

Shiloh Oconee County Airport 
365 Airport Road, Seneca, SC 

South Union South Union Fire Station 
111 Fire Station Rd., Westminster, SC 

Stamp Creek Duke Power “World of Energy” 
7812 Rochester Hwy., Seneca, SC 

Tamassee Pickett Post-Camp Oak Fire Station 
7660 N. Hwy. 11, Walhalla, SC 

Tokeena/Providence Cross Roads Baptist Church 
215 Cross Roads Dr., Seneca, SC 

Utica Tri-City Rescue Squad Bldg. 
233 Goddard Ave., Seneca, SC 

Walhalla No. 1 Walhalla Fire Station 
207 E.N. Broad St., Walhalla, SC 

Walhalla No. 2 Walhalla Fire Station 
207 E.N. Broad St., Walhalla, SC 

Westminster No. 1 American Legion Hut 
205 Lucky St., Westminster, SC  

Westminster No. 2 American Legion Hut 
205 Lucky St., Westminster, SC 

West Union West Union Fire Station 
220 N. Hwy 11, West Union, SC 
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The polls shall be opened from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. at the polling places designated 
above and shall be open during these hours without intermission or adjournment.  Appropriate 
vote recorders will be provided at the polling places for the casting of ballots on the aforesaid 
question. Managers of Election will be appointed by the Oconee County Voter Registration and 
Election Commission.  The Managers of Election shall see that each person offering to vote takes 
the oath that he or she is qualified to vote at this referendum according to the Constitution of this 
State and that he or she has not voted previously in this Referendum. 
 

Every person offering to vote (a) must be at least 18 years of age on the date of the 
Referendum; (b) must reside in the County; (c) must be duly registered on the books of 
registration for Oconee County as an elector in the precinct in which he or she resides and offers 
to vote on or before the date on which the books of registration are closed for the Referendum; 
and (d) must present his or her current and valid form of identification as required by South 
Carolina law in effect as of the date of the Referendum.  
 
 Any person eligible to register who has been discharged or separated from his service in 
the Armed Forces of the United States prior to October 6, 2012, and returned home too late to 
register at the time when registration is required is entitled to register for the purpose of voting in 
the Referendum after the discharge or separation from service, up to 5:00 p.m. on the day of the 
Referendum.  This application for registration must be made to the Oconee County Voter 
Registration and Election Commission, and if qualified, the person must be issued a registration 
notification stating the precinct in which he or she is entitled to vote and a certification of the 
managers of the precinct that he or she is entitled to vote and should be placed on the registration 
rolls of the precinct.  Persons who become of age during the 30-day period preceding the 
Referendum shall be entitled to register before the closing of the books if otherwise qualified. 
 

The last day on which persons may register in order to be eligible to vote in the 
Referendum will be October 6, 2012.  Applications for registration to vote sent by mail must be 
mailed postmarked not later than October 6, 2012, to the Oconee County Voter Registration and 
Election Commission, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, South Carolina 29691.  The process of 
examining the return-addressed envelopes containing absentee ballots will begin at 2:00 p.m. on 
the date of the Referendum in the Office of the Oconee County Voter Registration and Election 
Commission. 

 
Voters who are blind, who are otherwise physically handicapped, or who are unable to 

read or write are entitled to assistance in casting their ballot.  This assistance may be given by 
anyone the voter chooses except his or her employer, an agent of his or her employer, or an 
officer or agent of his or her union.  The Managers of Election must be notified if assistance is 
needed.  Voters who are unable to enter their polling place due to physical handicap or age may 
vote in the vehicle in which they drove or were driven to the polls.  When notified, the Manager 
will help voters effectuate this curbside voting provision.  Registered voters may be eligible to 
vote by absentee ballot.  Persons wishing more information concerning absentee balloting should 
contact the Oconee County Voter Registration and Election Commission at 864.638.4196. 
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 The Oconee County Voter Registration and Election Commission shall hold a hearing on 
ballots challenged in the Referendum on November 9, 2012, at 11:00 a.m., in the Conference 
Room of the Oconee County Administration Building, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, South 
Carolina 29691. 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Oconee County Council, 
South Carolina 

Oconee County Voter Registration and Elections 
Commission 

 
 
 SECTION 8.  Election Commission.  A certified copy of this Ordinance shall be filed with 
the Election Commission and the Election Commission is hereby requested as follows: 
 

(a) To join in the action of the Council in providing for the Notice of 
Referendum in substantially the form contained herein; 

 
  (b) To prescribe the form of ballot to be used in the Referendum; 
 

(c) To arrange for polling places in each precinct within the County; 
 
  (d) To appoint Managers of Election; 
 
  (e) To provide voting machines for the Referendum;   
 

(f) To conduct the Referendum, receive the returns thereof, canvass such 
returns, declare the results thereof, and certify such results to the Council; 
and  

 
(g) To take other steps and prepare such other means as shall be necessary or 

required by law in order to properly conduct the Referendum. 
 

SECTION 9.  Execution of Documents.  The Council hereby authorizes the Chairman of 
County Council, County Administrator and the Clerk to County Council to execute such 
documents and instruments as necessary with regard to the Referendum. 
 

SECTION 10.  Effective Date.  All rules, regulations, resolutions, and parts thereof, 
procedural or otherwise, in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.  
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its effective date. 
 

[Signatures on following page] 



GREENVILLE 298872v5 
Ordinance 2012-19 10

Enacted this 5th day of June, 2012. 
 

OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
__________________________________________ 

      Chairman, County Council 
(SEAL)     Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
 

ATTEST:             
      Administrator, Oconee County, South Carolina 
 
        
____________________________    
Clerk to County Council,  
Oconee County, South Carolina    
 
 
 
Date of First Reading: May 1, 2012  
Date of Second Reading: May 15, 2012    
Date of Third Reading: June 5, 2012  
Date of Public Hearing: June 5, 2012  
 
 
 

[Signature page] 








































































