




















STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF OCONEE 

PROCLAMATION P2012-06 
 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING MR. SHANE M. KELLY,  
MR. GABRIEL SMITH AND MR. JAMES RATLIFF 

  
WHEREAS, Mr. Shane M. Kelly, Mr. Gabriel Smith and Mr. James “Jimmy” Ratliff initiated the rescue 

of a drowning citizen at High Falls County Park on Wednesday, June 13, 2012, without concern for their personal 
safety, and  

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Smith and Mr. Ratliff all entered the water to assist the citizen, retrieved him 
from under the water, supported him with a life vest to ensure his head stayed above water and brought him to 
shore where Oconee County Emergency Responders worked to stabilize the citizen for transport to the hospital. 

 

WHEREAS, Oconee County Council recognizes the bravery of these three gentlemen and wants to 
express the gratitude on behalf of all Oconee County Citizens; commending them on their quick  actions and their 
team work in their efforts to save the drowning man, and  

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Shane M. Kelly, an 18 year old West Oak High School Graduate with Boy Scout Troop 
#226, a life-long Scout having completed work and has received his Eagle Scout, who will be leaving within a 
week for his basic training in the Army Nation Guard, jumped from a porch on the Recreation Building and 
entered the water and dove several times to assist the drowning man, and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Gabriel Smith, a 15 year old West Oak Middle School with Boy Scout Troop #55, a 
life-long Scouts currently working toward his Eagle Scout, who assisted Mr. Kelly in diving to try to retrieve the 
drowning man from the lake bottom, and  

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Kelly and Mr. Smith exemplify the high ideals of the Boy Scouts and are living by their  
Oath to do their best, to do their duty to God and country; to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times; 
to keep themselves physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight, and 

  

WHEREAS, Mr. James “Jimmy” Ratliff, Owner of John’s Marine Service, who assisted Mr. Kelly and 
Mr. Smith, diving from his boat, submerging several times in an effort to assist the man, bringing him to the 
surface and helping to get him to shore, and 

 

WHEREAS, Oconee County Council, Emergency Services Staff and Parks, Recreation & Tourism Staff 
wish to express their gratitude to Mr. Shane M. Kelly, Mr. Gabriel Smith and Mr. James Ratliff for their 
invaluable assistance during an emergency situation.  Mr. Kelly, Mr. Smith and Mr. Ratliff acted quickly and 
worked together to bring the drowning man to the surface and to shore for help.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by Oconee County Council in meeting duly 
assembled, that Oconee County hereby recognizes and honors Mr. Shane M. Kelly, Mr. Gabriel Smith and Mr. 
James “Jimmy” Ratliff as exemplary citizens recognizing that they worked together responding to an emergency 
to retrieve a drowning man from Lake Keowee and bringing him to shore for medical assistance.     

 

 APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 19th day of June, 2012.  
 

      OCONEE COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA  
 

____________________________________ 
 Joel Thrift, Chairman of County Council  

      Oconee County, South Carolina  
 

Attest:  _____________________________  
 Elizabeth G. Hulse, Clerk to County Council 

Oconee County, South Carolina 




































































































































































