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EXHIBIT B 

Rewritten and renamed Chapter 20, entitled Law Enforcement of the Oconee County Code of 
Ordinances, adopted as of _______________, 2014 by Ordinance 2014-20. 

 

“Chapter 20 - LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
ARTICLE I.  OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS  
 
Sec. 20-1. Worthless check unit. 

(a) It is agreed by and between the Solicitor of the 10th Judicial Circuit (the "solicitor") and 
Oconee County, South Carolina (the "county"), a body politic and corporate, and a political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, acting by and through the county governing body 
of the County of Oconee, the Oconee County Council (the "county council"), and, for 
purposes of the execution and implementation of this Agreement Section, acting by and 
through the Oconee County Administrator (the "administrator"), that the solicitor may 
establish an Oconee County a Worthless Check Unit (the "unit"), in Oconee the County, for 
the purpose of processing worthless checks and to assist the victims of worthless check cases 
in the collection of restitution in the County of Oconee. The establishment of this unit is 
pursuant to and in accordance with S.C. Code 1976, § 17-22-710, as amended (the "code").  

(b) The solicitor may establish and implement a fee schedule in accordance with the provisions 
contained in S.C. Code 1976, § 17-22-710.  

(c) The amount of $41.00, which is the amount of allowable administrative costs contained in 
S.C. Code 1976, § 34-11-70(c) of the Code, at any given time, must be added to 
the worthless check unit fee, collected, and remitted monthly to the county treasurer for 
deposit in the county general fund.  

(d) All fees, other than court costs and the allowable administrative costs addressed herein, shall 
be collected and transferred monthly to an account maintained by the Oconee County 
Treasurer, known as the worthless check fund, to be created, maintained, and drawn upon 
under and pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, § 17-22-710(B), which shall be applied first to defray 
the costs of operation of the worthless check unit and the balance to pay for the normal 
operating expenses of the solicitor's office.  

(e) During the initial three years of operation, on all collected check cases, one-half One-half of 
the administrative costs collected pursuant to subsection 34-11-70(c) and 
this agreement Section shall automatically be transferred by the Oconee County Treasurer 
from the county general fund to the solicitor's worthless check fund, monthly, for the use of 
the solicitor in the establishment of the worthless check unit, as directed by the solicitor, in 
accordance with the law.  The balance of the administrative costs will remain deposited with 
the county general fund.  
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(f) All funds collected and deposited into the worthless check fund shall be applied first to 
defray the costs of operation of the worthless check unit.  The solicitor may use the balance, 
if any, to pay the normal operating expenses of the solicitor's office.  

(g) The funds generated pursuant to S.C. Code 1976, § 17-22-710, and this agreement Section 
shall not be used to reduce the amount otherwise budgeted by the county to the solicitor's  
office.  

(h) Withdrawals from the worthless check fund shall be made only at the request of the solicitor.  
(i) The solicitor shall maintain an account for the purpose of collection and disbursement of 

restitution funds collected for the benefit of the victims of the worthless check crimes for 
which the money was collected. The worthless check unit shall disburse to the victim all 
restitution collected in connection with the original complaint filed.  

(j) If the victim cannot be located after a reasonable time, not to exceed one (1) year after 
completion or termination of the applicable case from the worthless check unit and upon 
diligent efforts to locate him, the restitution collected for the victim must be transferred to 
the general fund of the county.  Any claims for restitution funds already transferred to the 
general fund of the county pursuant to this subsection of this agreement Section shall be the 
responsibility of the county and, if paid, shall be paid from the general fund of the county.  

 
That this agreement shall take effect on the date that it is signed and shall be for the term of three 
years from that date. This agreement shall be automatically renewed each year thereafter, on the 
annual anniversary date of its original execution, except both parties reserve the right to cancel this 
agreement at any time upon 90 days written notice given to the other. 
 
 
Sec. 20-2. Solicitation on highway right-of-way and medians. 
(a) Purpose of section. The purpose of this section is to prevent danger to persons and property, to 
prevent delays, and to avoid interference with the traffic flow. Intersections that have center medians 
often are designed to deal with specific traffic flow problems. Any delay or distractions may 
interfere with traffic planning. Persons standing near intersections and near traffic lights to contact 
drivers or passengers in vehicles that are passing or that are temporary stopped due to traffic lights, 
may interfere with such traffic planning.  
(b) Scope. This section shall apply to all county, state and federal roadways located within the 
unincorporated areas of the county.  
(c) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly indicates a different 
meaning:  

Center median means any area in the middle of any street, road or highway, designed 
to provide a barrier to keep traffic on one side of the street from going onto the other 
side of the street, in the unincorporated areas of the County.  A center median may be 
a raised concrete strip or a grass strip.  
Highway means any paved or gravel road that is maintained by any county, state or 
federal agency, in the unincorporated areas of the County.  

(d) Prohibited acts.  
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(1)  No person shall stand or stay on any center median, for the purpose of soliciting 
contributions of any kind for an organization. No person shall stand or stay on the center 
median strip for the purpose of selling, offering for sale, or advertising any product, property, 
or service.  
(2)  Center medians shall only be used by people on foot for one of the following purposes: 

a.) To deal with an emergency situation. 
b.) A pedestrian crossing a street or highway may remain on the center median until it 
is safe to proceed.  
c.) No person shall stand within the right-of-way on the side of any street, highway or 
road , in the unincorporated area of the County, for the purposes of soliciting 
contributions of any kind for an organization. No person shall stand on the right-of-
way, at the side of any street, road, or highway, in the unincorporated area of the 
County, for the purpose of selling, offering to sell, or advertising any product, 
property or service.  

(e) Penalty for violation of section. Any person violating any provisions of this section shall 
first be warned to cease and desist. After a warning, any person violating any provision of 
this section shall, upon conviction, be punished in accordance with section 1-7  Any person 
who is found guilty by a court of competent jurisdiction of violating the provisions of this 
Section shall be subject to the penalties set forth in Section 1-7 of the Oconee County Code 
of Ordinances, entitled General penalty; continuing violations, except where specific 
penalties are expressly authorized or required by the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, as 
amended. 

 
Sec. 20-3. Signs on county and highway rights-of-way designating a crime watch area. 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to authorize the state department of transportation to 
erect, on county and highway rights-of-way outside and beyond the municipal city limits, signs 
designating a community as a crime watch area, pursuant to state statute.  
(b) Authorization. The county sheriff, upon request of the citizens of a rural community located 
within its boundaries, may designate an area as a "crime watch area," and,  upon such designation, 
the chief administrative officer is authorized to coordinate and cooperate with personnel of the state 
department of transportation in erecting suitable signs denoting such area as a crime watch area 
within the policy and procedures of the state department of transportation.  

 
Sec. 20-4. Drug paraphernalia—Prohibited acts, definitions, factors, exceptions, and penalties. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to advertise for sale, manufacture, possess, sell, or deliver 
drug paraphernalia, in the unincorporated area of the County. The following terms, when 
used in this articleSection, shall have the meanings ascribed to it in this section, except 
where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Deliver or delivery shall mean the actual, constructive, or attempted transfer of a 
controlled drug or drug paraphernalia whether or not there exists an agency 
relationship.  
Drug paraphernalia shall mean any instrument, device, article, or contrivance used, 
designed for use, or actually intended by the user(s) described herein, for using, 
ingesting, smoking, administering, or preparing marijuana, hashish, hashish oil, 
heroin, cocaine, crack, crank or any other illegal drug or illegal controlled substance, 
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or actually intended by the user(s) described herein, to facilitate as described above 
the unlawful use or abuse of lawful drugs or lawful controlled substances.  

(b) Drug paraphernalia may include, but is not limited to:  
(1) Metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, plastic or ceramic marijuana or hashish pipes 
with our without screens, permanent screens, hashish heads or punctured metal 
bowls;  
(2) Water pipes designated for use or intended for use with marijuana, hashish, 
hashish oil, cocaine, or other controlled substances;  
(3) Carburetion tubes and devices; 
(4) Smoking and carburetion masks; 
(5) Roach clips; 
(6) Separation gins designed for use or intended for use in cleaning marijuana; 
(7) Cocaine spoons and vials; 
(8) Chamber pipes; 
(9) Carburetor pipes; 
(10) Electric pipes; 
(11) Air-driven pipes; 
(12) Chilams; 
(13) Bongs; 
(14) Ice pipes or chillers; 
(15) Heroin spoons; or spoons used in the same manner for other controlled 
substances; 
(16) Pill presses and other mechanical devices used to convert controlled substances 
into a form which can be ingested;  
(17) Blotter paper, or any other material which is saturated with, or intended to be 
saturated with a controlled substance;  
(18) Scales, measuring spoons, measuring cups, or any pharmaceutical measuring 
device; 
(19) Crack pipes, or any device fashioned to be a crack pipe or for meth; 
(20) Any part of a hypodermic needle or syringe except as may be authorized by the 
laws of the State of South Carolina; and 
(21) Cigars hollowed out for use or intent of use with marijuana. 

(c) Sec. 20-5. Factors determining drug paraphernalia. 
In determining whether an object is drug paraphernalia, a court of competent jurisdiction 
shall consider in addition to all other logically relevant factors, the following:  

(1)  The statements by an owner or by anyone in control of the object concerning its 
use; 
(2)  The proximity of the object to controlled substances; 
(3)  The existence of any residue of controlled substances on the object; 
(4)  Direct or circumstantial evidence of the intent of an owner, or of anyone in 
control of the object, to deliver it to persons whom he knows, or should reasonably 
know, intend to use the object to facilitate a violation of this article. The innocence of 
an owner or of anyone in control of the object, as to a direct violation of this article 
shall not prevent a finding that the object is intended for use or designed for use as 
drug paraphernalia;  
(5)  Instructions, oral or written, provided with the object concerning its use; 
(6)  Descriptive materials accompanying the object which explain or depict its use; 
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(7)  National or local advertising concerning its use; 
(8)  The manner in which the object is displayed for sale; 
(9)  Whether the owner, or anyone in control of the object, is a legitimate supplier of 
like or related items to the community, such as a licensed distributor or dealer of 
tobacco products;  
(10)  Direct or circumstantial evidence of the ratio of sales of the object(s) to the total 
sales of the business enterprise; and 
(11)  The existence and scope of legitimate use for the object in the community. 

Sec. 20-6.  
(d) Exceptions. 

The provisions of this article shall not apply to the manufacture, sale, distribution or 
advertisement of any product or object designed and sold primarily for scientific research, 
industrial, veterinary, educations, or agricultural purpose, or for bona fide medical or clinical 
use.  
 

Sec. 20-7. 
(e) Penalty for violation.   

Any person who is found guilty by a court of competent jurisdiction of violating the 
provisions of this article Section shall be subject to the penalties set forth in Section 1-7 of 
the Oconee County Code of Ordinances, entitled General penalty; continuing violations, 
except where specific penalties are expressly authorized or required by the South Carolina 
Code of Laws, 1976, as amended. 
 

Secs. 20-8—20-100  Sec. 20-5 – 20-19.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE II. HOME DETENTION PROGRAM 
 
Sec. 20-10120-20. Establishment. 
(a) A home detention program is hereby established in Oconee the County as an alternative in for 
the Oconee County Detention Center in accordance with the Home Detention Act of 1990 [S.C. 
Code Section 1976, § 24-13-1510, et. seq, as amended]  
 
(b) In accordance with S.C. Code 1976, § 24-13-1530, an electronic and non-electronic home 
detention program any may be used by any court in the County having criminal or juvenile 
jurisdiction to sentence an individual to incarceration and whose sentences do not place them in the 
custody of the state department of corrections.  The home detention program established by this 
Article will be an alternative for low risk, non-violent adults and juvenile offenders who are selected 
by the court and who comply with the regulations and program guidelines adopted by the  County in 
accordance with this Article.  This program may also apply to pretrial or pre-adjudicatory detention, 
community corrections [diversion] and work release.  
 
(c) The home detention program hereby established in the County shall comply with all applicable 
state and local laws and regulations, including but not limited to, S.C. Code 1976, § 24-13-1510, et 
seq., as amended, and minimum standards for local detention facilities in South Carolina. The 
County Sheriff, as the detention facility administrator, or his designee, shall establish guidelines, 
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policies, procedures, rules and regulations for the home detention program. The Sheriff or his 
designee shall be responsible for implementation and administration of the program.  
 
Sec. 20-21 – 20-29.  Reserved. 
 
ARTICLE III. COUNTY COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 
 
Sec. 20-30. County Commissioned Officers. 

(a) Except as provided in this Article, the County Council may appoint and commission by 
resolution, as many code enforcement officers as may be necessary for the proper security, 
general welfare, and convenience of the County.  Such officers shall be vested with all the 
powers and duties inherent in the general police power of the County pursuant to S.C. Code 
1976, § 4-9-25, as well as that conferred by law upon constables in addition to duties 
imposed upon them by the County Council.  However, no code enforcement officer 
commissioned under this Article may exercise the power of custodial arrest with respect to 
his primary duties of enforcement of litter control laws and ordinances and other state and 
local laws and ordinances as may arise incidental to the enforcement of his primary duties, 
unless the officer has been certified as a law enforcement officer with the power of custodial 
arrest under South Carolina law.  In the absence of an arrest for a violation of the litter 
control laws and ordinances, a code enforcement officer authorized to exercise the power of 
arrest pursuant to this Article may not stop a person or make an incidental arrest of a person 
for a violation of other state and local laws and ordinances.  

(b) The number of code enforcement officers vested with custodial arrest authority who are 
appointed and commissioned in accordance with this Article must not exceed the greater of:  

1) The number of officers appointed and commissioned by the County on July 1, 2001; 
or 

2) One officer for every twenty-five (25,000) persons in the County, based upon the 
2000 census. 

(c) Code enforcement officers may exercise their powers on all private and public property 
located within the County. 

 
Sec. 20-31. Qualifications. 

All candidates shall meet the minimum qualifications of law enforcement officers as 
established by the statutory and decisional law of state of South Carolina.  
 
Sec. 20-32. Effect of Authority. 

Unless expressly provided by law and consented to by the Sheriff, this Article shall neither 
alter, change, encumber, nor otherwise affect the duties or authority of the Sheriff of the County, nor 
shall the Sheriff of the County have direct authority or control over the County commissioned 
officers.   
 
ARTICLE IV. UNIFORM ORDINANCE SUMMONS ADOPTED 
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Sec. 20-33. Use Authorized. 

The County Council hereby adopts by ordinance and authorizes the use of Uniform 
Ordinance Summonses as provided in this Article and by S.C. Code 1976, § 56-7-80, for the 
enforcement of all County ordinances. All County law enforcement officers and County 
commissioned officers and code enforcement officers are hereby authorized to use the uniform 
ordinance summons, as provided in this Article, and to prosecute offenses which each charges, 
personally, by uniform ordinance summons, in the magistrates courts of the County. 
 
Sec. 20-34. Office Designated For Printing, Distributing, Auditing. 

The County regulatory compliance office is hereby designated as the responsible office, with 
the requisite authority and responsibility for printing, distributing, monitoring, and providing for the 
auditing of the uniform ordinance summonses to be used by County departments and offices.  In 
fulfilling this obligation, the regulatory compliance office, headed by the regulatory compliance 
officer, will ensure that adequate summons forms are provided to and made available for other 
County departments needing such summons forms, including but not limited to the County building 
and codes department and the County animal control department.  
 
Sec. 20-35. Restrictions On Use. 

The County uniform ordinance summons may not be used to perform a custodial arrest. No 
County or other ordinance which regulates the use of motor vehicles on the public roads of the 
County may be enforced using the County uniform ordinance summons.  
 
Sec. 20-36. Information Contained In Citations; Numbering. 

(a) The County uniform ordinance summons must cite only one violation per summons and 
must contain at least the following information: 

1) The name and address of the person or entity charged; 
2) The name and title of the issuing officer; 
3) The time, date and location of the hearing authorized for the offense charged; 
4) A description of the ordinance, by number and/or name or title or description, the 

person or entity is charged with violating; 
5) The procedure to post bond; and 
6) Any other notice or warning otherwise required by law. 

(b) The uniform ordinance summonses must be consecutively and discretely numbered. The 
uniform ordinance summonses must be audited as part of the annual independent audit 
required by S.C. Code 1976, § 4-9-150, and a separate copy of each audit must be furnished 
to the County Administrator.   

(c) Exhibit A to this Article and to the County ordinance establishing this Article is an example 
of a uniform ordinance summons which complies with the foregoing and which may be used 
as the guideline for uniform ordinance summonses authorized by this Article. Compliance 
with this Article, however, is not limited to an exact duplication of Exhibit A, which is 
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provided for illustration and exemplar purposes only.  Exhibit A is not printed herein but is 
on file and available in the County offices.  

 
Sec. 20-37. Jurisdiction For Hearing. 

Service of County uniform ordinance summons vests all County magistrates with jurisdiction 
to hear and dispose of the charge for which the uniform ordinance summons was issued and served.  
 
Sec. 20-38. Personal Cognizance To Comply With Terms. 

Any law enforcement officer or County commissioned officer or code enforcement officer 
who serves a County uniform ordinance summons must allow the person served to proceed without 
first having to post bond or to appear before a magistrate or municipal judge. Acceptance of a 
County uniform ordinance summons constitutes a person's recognizance to comply with the terms of 
the summons.  
 
Sec. 20-39. Failure To Appear. 

Any person who fails to appear before the court as required by an ordinance summons, 
without first having posted such bond as may be required or without having been granted a 
continuance by the court, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more 
than two hundred dollars ($200) or imprisoned for not more than thirty (30) days. Any law 
enforcement agency processing an arrest made pursuant to this subsection must furnish such 
information to the State Law Enforcement Division as required by S.C. Code 1976, § 23-3-10, et. 
seq., as amended.   
 
Sec. 20-40. Other Enforcement Means. 

This Article does not prohibit the County from enforcing its ordinances by any other means 
otherwise authorized by law. 

 
Sec. 20-41 - 20-101.  Reserved.” 










































































