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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF OCONEE 

ORDINANCE 2025-05 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF COUNTY FUNDS 
FOR DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES AND 
TO ENSURE FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY UNDER THE LAW. 

WHEREAS, the Oconee County Council (Council) is committed to promoting fiscal 
responsibility, limited government, and equal opportunities for all residents; 

WHEREAS, the Council recognizes that the principles of fairness and equality under the 
law must remain free of preferential treatment based on race, gender, or other characteristics; 

WHEREAS, the use of public funds for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives 
may result in divisive policies that contradict the values of individual merit, responsibility, and 
equal opportunity;  

WHEREAS, Oconee County seeks to ensure that all hiring, contracting, and 
governmental decisions are based solely on merit and qualifications, without consideration of 
race, gender, or other personal characteristics unrelated to performance or ability; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Oconee County Council, in a duly 
assembled meeting, as follows: 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON FUNDING FOR DEI INITIATIVES 

1. Definition of DEI Initiatives: For the purposes of this ordinance, "Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion (DEI) initiatives" are defined as any program, training, policy, or activity that:

a. Promotes differential treatment, preferences, or quotas based on race, color, ethnicity,
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

b. Seeks to advance concepts of "equity" that promote equality of outcomes rather than
equality of opportunity.

c. Encourages or requires political or social activism related to race, gender, or similar
characteristics as a condition of employment or contracting.

2. Prohibited Expenditures: No funds from the Oconee County general budget, special
revenue funds, or other sources may be appropriated or expended for DEI initiatives as
defined in this ordinance. Programs, processes, agencies, or titles that otherwise meet the
definition of DEI initiatives, as stated herein, shall not avoid or circumvent application of
this ordinance by way of renaming, reassigning, rebranding, disguising, or otherwise
misrepresenting their nature or intent.

3. Exceptions: This prohibition does not apply to:

a. Compliance with federal or state laws or court orders respecting civil rights or
discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.
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b. Programs required to ensure compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) or other non-discrimination statutes. 

c. Compliance with the terms of previously executed grant awards or agreements. 
d. Equal employment opportunity training and practices as mandated by state or federal 

law for all Americans. 
e. Autonomous actions of duly-elected officials, as protected under state law.1 

SECTION 2. MERIT-BASED GOVERNANCE 

1. All hiring, promotion, and contracting decisions made by Oconee County shall be based 
on objective, merit-based criteria, including qualifications, skills, and experience. 
 

2. County employees shall not be required to attend mandatory training or participate in 
activities that promote ideological concepts related to DEI as a condition of employment. 

SECTION 3. REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
  

1. The County Administrator shall conduct a review of all existing county-funded programs 
to ensure compliance with this ordinance. 
 

2. The County Administrator shall provide an annual report to the County Council detailing 
the implementation and enforcement of this ordinance, including any expenditures or 
programs identified as non-compliant. 

SECTION 4. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. Sections 1, 2, and 3, above, shall be codified in the Oconee County Code of Ordinances 
at Section 2-133, which shall be cross-referenced in Section 2-449. 
 

2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is, for any 
reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

3. All other terms, provisions, and parts of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances, not 
supplemented, revised, or amended hereby, directly or by implication, shall remain in full 
force. 

 

4. This ordinance is effective at its approval following a public hearing and third reading. 
 

ORDAINED in meeting, duly assembled, this ___ day of _________, 2025. 

ATTEST: 
______________________________  ____________________________ 
Jennifer C. Adams    Matthew Durham 
Clerk to Oconee County Council  Chair, Oconee County Council 
 
First Reading:     February 04, 2025  
Second Reading: February 18, 2025  
Public Hearing:   March 04, 2025 
Third Reading:   March 04, 2025 

 
1 See e.g., S.C. Code §§ 4-9-30(7), 4-9-620, and 4-9-650. 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF OCONEE 

ORDINANCE 2025-06 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 26 OF THE 
OCONEE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES WITH 
RESPECT TO THE “PROGRAM TO DESIGNATE OCONEE 
COUNTY’S SCENIC HIGHWAYS.” 

 

 WHEREAS, consistent with the powers granted county governments by S.C. Code § 4-9-
25 and S.C. Code § 4-9-30, Oconee County (“County”), a body politic and corporate and a political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, acting by and through its governing body, the Oconee 
County Council (“County Council”), has the authority to enact regulations, resolutions, and 
ordinances, not inconsistent with the Constitution and the general law of the State of South 
Carolina, including the exercise of such powers in relation to health and order within its boundaries 
and respecting any subject as appears to it necessary and proper for the security, general welfare, 
and convenience of the County or for preserving health, peace, order, and good government 
therein;  

 WHEREAS, the County has adopted multiple ordinances for the effective, efficient 
governance of the County, which, subsequent to adoption, are codified in the Oconee County Code 
of Ordinances (“Code of Ordinances”), as amended;  

 WHEREAS, County Council recognizes that there is a need to revise the law of the County 
to meet the changing needs of the County and that there is a need to amend, specifically, Chapter 
26 of the Code of Ordinances by revising certain provisions of Article III thereof regarding the 
County’s scenic highway program; and 

 WHEREAS, County Council has therefore determined to modify Article III of Chapter 26 
of the Code of Ordinances and to affirm and preserve all other provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances not specifically, or by implication, amended hereby. 

 NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby ordained by the Oconee County Council, in meeting 
duly assembled, that: 

 1.  Article III of Chapter 26 of the Code of Ordinances, entitled “A Program to 
Designate Oconee County’s Scenic Highways” is hereby revised, rewritten, and amended to read 
as set forth in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. Attached 
hereto as Exhibit B is a version of Exhibit A which reflects the changes to the prior provisions; 
Exhibit B is for illustrative purposes only and shall not be codified. 

 2. County Council hereby approves and adopts Exhibit A and directs that it be codified 
in the Oconee County Code of Ordinances.  



 3. Should any part or provision of this Ordinance be deemed unconstitutional or 
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the 
remainder of this Ordinance, all of which is hereby deemed separable.  

 4.  All ordinances, orders, resolutions, and actions of County Council inconsistent 
herewith are, to the extent of such inconsistency only, hereby repealed, revoked, and rescinded.  

 5. All other terms, provisions, and parts of the Code of Ordinances, and specifically, 
but without exception, the remainder of Chapter 26, not amended hereby, directly or by 
implication, shall remain in full force. 

6. This ordinance is effective at its approval following a public hearing and third 
reading. 

 ORDAINED in meeting, duly assembled, this ______ day of _________________, 2025. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 
Jennifer C. Adams     Matthew Durham 
Clerk to Oconee County Council   Chair, Oconee County Council 
 
 
First Reading:  February 18, 2025  
Second Reading: March 4, 2025 
Public Hearing: April 1, 2025 
Third Reading: April 1, 2025 
  



Exhibit A 
 

[See attached] 
 

  



EXHIBIT B 
 

[See attached] 
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- CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Chapter 26 - ROADS AND BRIDGES 
ARTICLE III. A PROGRAM TO DESIGNATE OCONEE COUNTY'S SCENIC HIGHWAYS; ESTABLISHED 
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ARTICLE III. A PROGRAM TO DESIGNATE OCONEE COUNTY'S SCENIC HIGHWAYS; 
ESTABLISHED 

Sec. 26-151. Oconee County scenic highways. 

Highways located within Oconee County, South Carolina and found to be of special value to the citizens may 
be designated as scenic highways pursuant to the rules, regulations, and criteria set forth below.  

(Ord. No. 2017-22, § 1(Exh. A), 9-19-2017) 

Sec. 26-152. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.  

Highway means all those roads, streets and highways within the federal, state or Oconee County highway 
system.  

Intrinsic qualities means those significant tangible and intangible resources found within a scenic corridor that are 
known to be distinct within the region. "Intrinsic qualities" include:  

(1) Scenic: The composition of features that are regionally representative, associative or inspirational. 
These features are memorable, distinct, visually impressive, and continuous across the view.  

(2) Historic: Landscapes and structures that educate and stir an appreciation for the legacy of Oconee 
County's past.  

(3) Cultural: Activities or objects that represent unique and distinctive expressions of community life, 
customs or traditional ways and identify a place, region or culture.  

(4) Recreational: Passive and active leisure activities directly dependent on the scenic qualities of the area 
and usually associated with outdoor recreation as we seek to refresh and renew our spirits.  

(5) Natural: Relatively undisturbed and visually pleasing natural areas and/or ecologically sensitive 
landscapes representing natural occurrences including landforms, water, vegetation and wildlife 
characteristics.  

(6) Archaeological: Sites, artifacts or structures recognized by the scientific or academic communities as 
being representative of past human life and activities.  

Scenic highway means a highway or segment of a highway receiving a designation as such pursuant to the 
provisions contained in this article and based on it deserving such recognition due to scenic vistas, cultural or 
historical significance, or other criteria specified by county council. All scenic highways shall be divided into two 
route categories:  

(1) Highways with limited development visible from the highway, yet still retaining special characteristics 
worthy of preservation, shall be designated a category I scenic highway.  

(2) Highways with little or no development visible from the highway lying outside primary growth areas, 
shall be designated a category II scenic highway.  



 
 

 
    

 
Page 2 of 4 

Sec. 26-153. Designation process. 

(a) Applications shall be submitted in writing to the planning department by a sponsoring organization  (see 
section 25-154(B)), or by a property owner or group of property owners whose property is contiguous to the 
proposed scenic highway. Applications shall contain the contact information of person designated by the 
submitting group as the primary contact for purposes of the designation process and subsequent regulatory 
and related activities if the proposed highway receives the scenic designation. 

(b) All persons or entities owning property that is contiguous to the right-of-way of the proposed scenic highway 
must sign the application for designation as a scenic highway. 

(c) Upon receipt of an application for the designation of a highway as a scenic highway, the planning director, or 
their designee, shall forward the application to the staff liaison for the planning commission, who shall then 
place review of the application on the next appropriate planning commission agenda for consideration.  

Notice of the date, time, and nature of the planning commission’s meeting to consider the application for 
designation as a scenic highway shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county at 
least fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting. Additionally, signs measuring at least nine (9) square feet and 
noting that consideration of an application for designation of the subject highway as a scenic highway, and 
containing contact information for the planning commission’s staff liaison, shall be posted at the beginning 
and end of the proposed scenic highway and at increments of no less than one mile along the length of the 
proposed scenic highway. These signs shall remain in place until county council takes final action on the 
application, as provided for herein. 

(d) The planning commission shall review applications for compliance with the criteria for designating a scenic 
highway established in this article (see section 26-156, appendix B). Upon completion of the review, the 
planning commission shall by vote determine a recommendation regarding the designation of the subject 
highway. The planning commission's recommendation shall be forwarded to county council. In the event 
county council determines the proposed highway merits designation as a scenic highway, it shall so indicate 
its decision by ordinance. Prior to enactment of such ordinance, county council shall hold a public hearing on 
the question of the proposed scenic highway designation. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county at least fifteen (15) days prior to the subject meeting, and 
written notice containing all pertinent information related to the public hearing shall be sent by first class 
mail to the owner of each parcel that is contiguous to the proposed scenic highway at least fifteen (15) days 
prior to the hearing. For the purposes of this section, the name and address of the owner of the parcel shall 
be as listed on the tax records maintained by the county tax assessor. 

(e) Any highway proposed for designation as a scenic highway that is rejected for designation by county council, 
may not be proposed again for a period of one year from the date of publication of the decision.   

Sec. 26-154. Regulations. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner, owner's agent, or other individual with the full 
knowledge and consent of the owner of a property situated along the right-of-way of a designated and 
properly identified scenic highway to dig, pull up, gather, remove, cut, maim, break, or injure in any way a 
public or private property, to include any injury done by fires intentionally set, and to include any injury done 
to any wild, cultivated, or ornamental plants, shrubs, and trees. These provisions shall not apply where the 
acts hereby prohibited are done by or under the instructions of county or state authorities lawfully in charge 
of such public roads, highways or lands, or by a utility in the lawful pursuit of installation or maintenance of 
their facilities. Violation of this provision of this article shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00.  

(b) The sponsoring organization or property owner(s) submitting an application to the county for designation of 
a highway as a scenic highway shall be responsible for the removal of trash along the portion of the highway 
so designated as a scenic highway no fewer than three times each year. Permits and/or required notifications 
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related to any and all activities inside a right-of-way shall be the responsibility of the sponsoring organization 
or property owner(s). Any individual taking part in trash removal duties, or any other activities related to the 
standards of this article, shall comply with any and all standards and practices utilized by the entity 
responsible for maintenance of the highway.  

(c) A member of the county staff shall be designated by the county administrator to review the status of all 
county designated scenic highways every two years, or more frequently if deemed necessary by the county 
administrator or the designated staff member. In the event it is determined that a route fails to meet the 
criteria established in this article, a report shall be made to the planning commission, which shall notify the 
sponsoring organization or property owner(s) of the nature of the failure(s) and provide a forty-five (45) day 
period for corrective action. The Planning Commission shall thereafter recommend a course of action to 
county council if necessary. Such recommendations may include, but are not limited to, reclassification to a 
lower category and/or redesignation.  

(d) Regulations contained in this section shall apply equally to both category I and category II scenic highways; 
however, category II scenic highways shall receive preference in the pursuit of funding to be utilized in 
maintaining and enhancing the intrinsic values leading to their designation.  

(e) A determination of this issue must be made within six months of the county receiving an application.  

Sec. 26-155. Appendix A. 

A scenic highway corridor management plan shall include the following components:  

(1) A detailed description of the section of the highway to be designated, including two or more of the 
intrinsic qualities as defined in this article; a specification as to how the highway in question fits the 
criteria; an identification of any problem areas that may impact the scenic highway designation.  

(2) A marked map clearly indicating the section of the highway the applicant is proposing for designation.  

(3) Photographs or videos of areas which the applicant considers to be of intrinsic value or significance.  

(4) Letters of support from citizens, businesses, civic groups, and other organizations.  

(5) A maintenance plan outlining proposed litter collection activities.  

(6) Any additional proposed actions intended to enhance and maintain the highway if designated a scenic 
highway.  

Sec. 26-156. Appendix B. 

Criteria for designating a highway as a scenic highway.  

(a) The planning commission shall consider the following in determining whether a highway should be 
designated as a scenic highway.  

(1) Intrinsic qualities (as defined by this article).  

(2) Additional amenities and support (such as but not limited to):  

a. Hospitality features.  

b. Length of route.  

c. General support for proposed route.  

d. Financial commitment.  

e. Role in regional/statewide strategy.  
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f. Protective easements, zoning overlays, or other land use restrictions.  

(3) Features negatively impacting the scenic qualities of the highway, (such as but not limited to):  

a. Junkyards/litter.  

b. Dilapidated/unattractive structures.  

c. Excessive advertising.  

d. Heavy traffic uses.  

e. Mining/lumbering scars.  

f. Heavy industry.  

g. Parallel and visible utilities along highway.  

h. Landfills/other pollutants visible from route.  

(4) Feasibility of maintenance plan and responsibilities.  
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ARTICLE III. A PROGRAM TO DESIGNATE OCONEE COUNTY'S SCENIC HIGHWAYS; 
ESTABLISHED 

Sec. 26-151. Oconee County scenic highways. 

Highways located within Oconee County, South Carolina and found to be of special value to the citizens may 
be designated as scenic highways pursuant to the rules, regulations, and criteria set forth below.  

(Ord. No. 2017-22, § 1(Exh. A), 9-19-2017) 

Sec. 26-152. Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed to them 
in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.  

Highway means all those roads, streets and highways within the federal, state or Oconee County highway 
system.  

Intrinsic qualities means those significant tangible and intangible resources found within a scenic corridor that are 
known to be distinct within the region. "Intrinsic qualities" include:  

(1) Scenic: The composition of features that are regionally representative, associative or inspirational. 
These features are memorable, distinct, visually impressive, and continuous across the view.  

(2) Historic: Landscapes and structures that educate and stir an appreciation for the legacy of Oconee 
County's past.  

(3) Cultural: Activities or objects that represent unique and distinctive expressions of community life, 
customs or traditional ways and identify a place, region or culture.  

(4) Recreational: Passive and active leisure activities directly dependent on the scenic qualities of the area 
and usually associated with outdoor recreation as we seek to refresh and renew our spirits.  

(5) Natural: Relatively undisturbed and visually pleasing natural areas and/or ecologically sensitive 
landscapes representing natural occurrences including landforms, water, vegetation and wildlife 
characteristics.  

(6) Archaeological: Sites, artifacts or structures recognized by the scientific or academic communities as 
being representative of past human life and activities.  

Scenic highway means a highway or segment of a highway receiving a designation as such pursuant to the 
provisions contained in this article and based on it deserving such recognition due to scenic vistas, cultural or 
historical significance, or other criteria specified by county council. All scenic highways shall be divided into two 
route categories:  

(1) Highways with limited development visible from the highway, yet still retaining special characteristics 
worthy of preservation, shall be designated a category I scenic highway.  

(2) Highways with little or no development visible from the highway lying outside primary growth areas, 
shall be designated a category II scenic highway.  
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Sec. 26-153. Designation process. 

(a) Applications shall be submitted in writing to the planning department by a sponsoring organization agency 
(see section 25-154(B)), or by a property owner or group of property owners whose property is contiguous to 
the proposed scenic highway. Applications shall contain the contact information of person designated by the 
submitting group as the primary contact for purposes of the designation process and subsequent regulatory 
and related activities if the proposed highway receives the scenic designation. 

(b) All persons or entities owning property that is contiguous to the right-of-way of the proposed scenic highway 
must sign the application for designation as a scenic highway. 

(c) Upon receipt of an application for the designation of a highway as a scenic highway, the planning director, or 
their designee, shall forward the application to the staff liaison for the planning commission, who shall then 
place review of the application on the next appropriate planning commission agenda for consideration.  

Notice of the date, time, and nature of the planning commission’s meeting to consider the application for 
designation as a scenic highway shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county at 
least fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting. Additionally, signs measuring at least nine (9) square feet and 
noting that consideration of an application for designation of the subject highway as a scenic highway, and 
containing contact information for the planning commission’s staff liaison, shall be posted at the beginning 
and end of the proposed scenic highway and at increments of no less than one mile along the length of the 
proposed scenic highway. These signs shall remain in place until county council takes final action on the 
application, as provided for herein. 

(d) The planning commission shall review applications for compliance with the criteria for designating a scenic 
highway established in this article (see section 26-156, appendix B). Upon completion of the review, the 
planning commission shall by vote determine a recommendation regarding the designation of the subject 
highway. The planning commission's recommendation shall be forwarded to county council. In the event 
county council determines the proposed highway merits designation as a scenic highway, it shall so indicate 
its decision by ordinance. Prior to enactment of such ordinance, county council shall hold a public hearing on 
the question of the proposed scenic highway designation. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county at least fifteen (15) days prior to the subject meeting, and 
written notice containing all pertinent information related to the public hearing shall be sent by first class 
mail to the owner of each parcel that is contiguous to the proposed scenic highway at least fifteen (15) days 
prior to the hearing. For the purposes of this section, the name and address of the owner of the parcel shall 
be as listed on the tax records maintained by the county tax assessor. 

(ed) Any highway proposed for designation as a scenic highway that is rejected for designation by county council, 
may not be proposed again for a period of one year from the date of publication of the decision. 

   

Sec. 26-154. Regulations. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person other than the owner, owner's agent, or other individual with the full 
knowledge and consent of the owner of a property situated along the right-of-way of a designated and 
properly identified scenic highway to dig, pull up, gather, remove, cut, maim, break, or injure in any way a 
public or private property, to include any injury done by fires intentionally set, and to include any injury done 
to any wild, cultivated, or ornamental plants, shrubs, and trees. These provisions shall not apply where the 
acts hereby prohibited are done by or under the instructions of county or state authorities lawfully in charge 
of such public roads, highways or lands, or by a utility in the lawful pursuit of installation or maintenance of 
their facilities. Violation of this provision of this article shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00.  

(b) The sponsoring organization or property owner(s) group submitting an application to the county for 
designation of a highway as a scenic highway shall be responsible for the removal of trash along the portion 
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of the highway so designated as a scenic highway no fewer than three times each year. Permits and/or 
required notifications related to any and all activities inside a right-of-way shall be the responsibility of the 
sponsoring organization or property owner(s)group. Any individual taking part in trash removal duties, or any 
other activities related to the standards of this article, shall comply with any and all standards and practices 
utilized by the entity responsible for maintenance of the highway.  

(c) A member of the county staff shall be designated by the county administrator to review the status of all 
county designated scenic highways every two years, or more frequently if deemed necessary by the county 
administrator or the designated staff member. In the event it is determined that a route fails to meet the 
criteria established in this article, a report shall be made to the planning commission, which shall notify the 
sponsoring organization or property owner(s) of the nature of the failure(s) and provide a forty-five (45) day 
period for corrective action. The Planning Commission shall thereafter recommend a course of action to 
county council if necessary. Such recommendations may include, but are not limited to, reclassification to a 
lower category and/or redesignation.  

(d) Regulations contained in this section shall apply equally to both category I and category II scenic highways; 
however, category II scenic highways shall receive preference in the pursuit of funding to be utilized in 
maintaining and enhancing the intrinsic values leading to their designation.  

(e) All county rules and regulations concerning scenic highways shall apply immediately to a nominated highway 
until a determination is made as to whether or not the highway shall be designated a scenic highway. A 
determination of this issue must be made within six months of the county receiving an application.  

Sec. 26-155. Appendix A. 

A scenic highway corridor management plan shall include the following components:  

(1) A detailed description of the section of the highway to be designated, including two or more of the 
intrinsic qualities as defined in this article; a specification as to how the highway in question fits the 
criteria; an identification of any problem areas that may impact the scenic highway designation.  

(2) A marked map clearly indicating the section of the highway the applicant is proposing for designation.  

(3) Photographs or videos of areas which the applicant considers to be of intrinsic value or significance.  

(4) Letters of support from citizens, businesses, civic groups, and other organizations.  

(5) A maintenance plan outlining proposed litter collection activities.  

(6) Any additional proposed actions intended to enhance and maintain the highway if awarded designated 
a scenic highway.  

Sec. 26-156. Appendix B. 

Criteria for designating a highway as a scenic highway.  

(a) The planning commission shall consider the following in determining whether a highway should be 
designated as a scenic highway.  

(1) Intrinsic qualities (as defined by this article).  

(2) Additional amenities and support (such as but not limited to):  

a. Hospitality features.  

b. Length of route.  

c. General support for proposed route.  
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d. Financial commitment.  

e. Role in regional/statewide strategy.  

f. Protective easements, zoning overlays, or other land use restrictions.  

(3) Features negatively impacting the scenic qualities of the highway, (such as but not limited to):  

a. Junkyards/litter.  

b. Dilapidated/unattractive structures.  

c. Excessive advertising.  

d. Heavy traffic uses.  

e. Mining/lumbering scars.  

f. Heavy industry.  

g. Parallel and visible utilities along highway.  

h. Landfills/other pollutants visible from route.  

(4) Feasibility of maintenance plan and responsibilities.  
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF OCONEE 

ORDINANCE 2025-07 
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF EASEMENT 
RIGHTS TO BLUE RIDGE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE AT PROPERTY LOCATED AT OR ABOUT THE OCONEE 
COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT AND NEBO CHURCH ROAD, INCLUDING 
PARCELS CURRENTLY DESIGNATED BY TAX MAP NUMBERS  256-00-
04-031, 256-00-04-127, AND 256-00-01-006; AND OTHER MATTERS 
RELATED THERETO. 

 
 

WHEREAS, Oconee County (“County”), a body politic and corporate and a political 
subdivision of the State of South Carolina, owns, operates, or holds legal interest in, and as to, the 
Oconee County Regional Airport and Nebo Church Road (“County Property”); 

 
WHEREAS, Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative, Inc. wishes to acquire from the County, 

and the County wishes to grant to Blue Ridge Electric Cooperative, Inc., certain easement rights 
for the construction, maintenance, alteration, and replacement of an electric line or lines, for 
overhead or underground electric transmission, distribution, and communication lines under and 
through certain portions of the County Property (collectively, the “Easements Rights”); 

 
WHEREAS, the form, terms, and provisions of the easement agreements (the “Easement 

Agreements”) now before the Oconee County Council (“Council”), copies of which are 
attached hereto as Exhibit A, are acceptable to the Council for the purpose of giving effect to the 
Easement Rights; and 

 
WHEREAS, Section 4-9-30(2) of the South Carolina Code of Laws authorizes the County 

to transfer or otherwise dispose of interests in real property. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by Council, in meeting duly assembled, that: 
 

1. Council hereby approves the grant of the Easement Rights, subject to and in conformity 
with the provisions of the Easement Agreements. 

 
2. The County Administrator is authorized to execute and deliver the Easement Agreements 

on behalf of the County in substantially the same form as attached hereto as Exhibit A, with 
only such changes as are not materially adverse to the County. 
 

3. The County Administrator is further authorized to execute and deliver any and all other 
documents or instruments on behalf of the County, as relate to the Easement Rights, in form 
and substance acceptable to the County Administrator. 
 

4. Should any part of this Ordinance be deemed unconstitutional or otherwise 
unenforceable by any court of competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not 
affect the remaining terms and provisions of this Ordinance. 
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5. All other terms, provisions, and parts of the Oconee County Code of Ordinances, not 

amended hereby, directly or by implication, shall remain in effect. 
 

6. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after third reading, public 
hearing, and enactment by Council. 

 
 ORDAINED in meeting, duly assembled, this _____ day of ______________, 2025. 
 
ATTEST:        
 
             
Jennifer C. Adams     Matthew Durham 
Clerk to Oconee County Council   Chair, Oconee County Council 
 
 
First Reading: February 18, 2025 
Second Reading: March 04, 2025 
Third Reading: April 01, 2025 
Public Hearing: April 01, 2025 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

[Attached] 
 



        S/O # ____________________ 
       ACCT #__________________ 
       JOB #____________________ 
       DATE____________________ 

ELECTRIC LINE RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  }     Map No._______________________________ 
} 

COUNTY OF______________________ }    Tax Map________________________________ 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that we, the undersigned, (whether one or more) ________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
and our heirs, successors and assigns (hereinafter referred to as “Grantor”) for good and valuable consideration from Blue Ridge 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., whose principal office is located in Pickens, South Carolina (hereinafter called the “Cooperative”), the 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant unto the Cooperative, its’ successors, lessees and assigns, the perpetual 
right, privilege, and easement: 

1. To go upon the tract of land of the Grantor, containing __________ acres, more or less, on Road(s)
____________________________________________, situated about ________ miles in the ________ direction from the
town of _______________________________, and being bounded by lands of __________________________________,
_______________________________________, and ________________________________________.

2. To construct, reconstruct, locate, relocate, operate, maintain and repair in, upon, over, under and through said land, within
the right-of-way strip such poles, structures, overhead and underground wires and other necessary fixtures, apparatuses and
appliances, electrical distribution lines or systems, and any support structures and anchors located outside the right-of-way
strip, for the purpose of distributing electricity by one or more circuits and of carrying wires of the Cooperative or any
lessee thereof.
The right-of-way strip is defined as: twenty feet on each side of the centerline of any overhead primary facilities, eight feet
on each side of where only underground facilities are installed, and five feet on each side where only overhead service
facilities are necessary;

3. To enter upon said land at any time for the purpose of inspecting said lines and facilities and making necessary repairs and
alterations thereof;

4. To make such changes, alterations and substitutions in said lines, facilities or structures from time to time as the
Cooperative deems advisable or expedient;

5. To keep and maintain, as the Cooperative deems necessary, a right-of-way clear of all structures, trees, stumps, roots,
shrubbery and undergrowth along said lines, facilities or structures for a space of up to the right-of-way widths listed in
Item 2;

6. If an overhead line is constructed, to trim or remove and to keep trimmed or removed dead, diseased, weak or leaning trees
or limbs outside of the right-of-way strip which, in the opinion of Grantee, might interfere with or fall upon the electric or
communication facilities within the right-of-way strip.

7. To implement the following provisions: _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Grantor agrees that all lines, facilities, structures and related apparatuses and appliances installed on or in the above described 
land by the Cooperative or its representative(s) shall be and remain the property of the Cooperative, removable or replaceable at its 
option; and that the Grantor will not construct any structure within said right-of-way.  The Grantor agrees that no wells shall be dug on 
said strip, that no septic tank, absorption pits, or underground storage tanks shall be placed on said strip, that no building or other 
structures shall be erected thereon; and that said strip shall not be used for burial grounds. 

The Cooperative agrees that in locating or relocating and installing its structures and anchors, it will endeavor to take advantage of 
roadways, streets, ditches, hedgerows, etc., so as to cause the least interference to the Grantor’s said land; and that if, in the 
construction of said lines, facilities or structures, any injury is necessarily done to crops, fences, bridges or roads, it will repair or 
replace such fences, bridges or roads, and will pay the Grantor for injury to such crops. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid rights, privileges and easement unto the Cooperative, its successors and assigns, forever. 

Rev. 03/22/2022 

N/A
N/A

OCONEE 256-00-04-127

OCONEE COUNTY

4.08
NEBO CHURCH RD 2 S.EAST 

SENECA TRIBE513 PROPERTIES E POINSETT LLC
MT NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH TRUSTEES OCONEE COUNTY 

SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A DRAWING. RELOCATE THREE PHASE
POWER LINE TO FRONTAGE OF NEBO CHURCH RD. 

1011447-903178

NEAR 359-18-001



The Grantor covenants that he is the owner of the above described lands. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor has set his hand(s) and seal(s) this ________ day of __________________, 20_____. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of: 

________________________________________(L.S.) 
______________________________________      Grantor 
Witness Signature 

________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Print Name 
Print Witness Name 

________________________________________(L.S.) 
______________________________________ Grantor 
Notary Signature  

________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Print Name 
Print Notary Name 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } 
} PROBATE 

COUNTY OF________________________ } 

PERSONALLY appeared before me __________________________________________ and made oath that (s)he was present and 

saw the within named _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SIGN, SEAL AND as _______________________ACT AND DEED deliver the within written deed for the uses and purposes therein 

mentioned, and that (s)he with ______________________________________________ witnessed the execution thereof. The  

subscribing witness is not a party to or beneficiary of the transaction. 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED  } 

before me this ___________ day of  }   ________________________________________ 

___________________, 20______.  }   Witness 

________________________________(L.S.) 
Notary Public for South Carolina 

My Commission Expires: ________________ 

PRINT NOTARY NAME 

_________________________________ 

AND  

NOTARY SEAL 



        S/O # ____________________ 
       ACCT #__________________ 
       JOB #____________________ 
       DATE____________________ 

ELECTRIC LINE RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  }     Map No._______________________________ 
} 

COUNTY OF______________________ }    Tax Map________________________________ 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that we, the undersigned, (whether one or more) ________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
and our heirs, successors and assigns (hereinafter referred to as “Grantor”) for good and valuable consideration from Blue Ridge 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., whose principal office is located in Pickens, South Carolina (hereinafter called the “Cooperative”), the 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do hereby grant unto the Cooperative, its’ successors, lessees and assigns, the perpetual 
right, privilege, and easement: 

1. To go upon the tract of land of the Grantor, containing __________ acres, more or less, on Road(s)
____________________________________________, situated about ________ miles in the ________ direction from the
town of _______________________________, and being bounded by lands of __________________________________,
_______________________________________, and ________________________________________.

2. To construct, reconstruct, locate, relocate, operate, maintain and repair in, upon, over, under and through said land, within
the right-of-way strip such poles, structures, overhead and underground wires and other necessary fixtures, apparatuses and
appliances, electrical distribution lines or systems, and any support structures and anchors located outside the right-of-way
strip, for the purpose of distributing electricity by one or more circuits and of carrying wires of the Cooperative or any
lessee thereof.
The right-of-way strip is defined as: twenty feet on each side of the centerline of any overhead primary facilities, eight feet
on each side of where only underground facilities are installed, and five feet on each side where only overhead service
facilities are necessary;

3. To enter upon said land at any time for the purpose of inspecting said lines and facilities and making necessary repairs and
alterations thereof;

4. To make such changes, alterations and substitutions in said lines, facilities or structures from time to time as the
Cooperative deems advisable or expedient;

5. To keep and maintain, as the Cooperative deems necessary, a right-of-way clear of all structures, trees, stumps, roots,
shrubbery and undergrowth along said lines, facilities or structures for a space of up to the right-of-way widths listed in
Item 2;

6. If an overhead line is constructed, to trim or remove and to keep trimmed or removed dead, diseased, weak or leaning trees
or limbs outside of the right-of-way strip which, in the opinion of Grantee, might interfere with or fall upon the electric or
communication facilities within the right-of-way strip.

7. To implement the following provisions: _________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Grantor agrees that all lines, facilities, structures and related apparatuses and appliances installed on or in the above described 
land by the Cooperative or its representative(s) shall be and remain the property of the Cooperative, removable or replaceable at its 
option; and that the Grantor will not construct any structure within said right-of-way.  The Grantor agrees that no wells shall be dug on 
said strip, that no septic tank, absorption pits, or underground storage tanks shall be placed on said strip, that no building or other 
structures shall be erected thereon; and that said strip shall not be used for burial grounds. 

The Cooperative agrees that in locating or relocating and installing its structures and anchors, it will endeavor to take advantage of 
roadways, streets, ditches, hedgerows, etc., so as to cause the least interference to the Grantor’s said land; and that if, in the 
construction of said lines, facilities or structures, any injury is necessarily done to crops, fences, bridges or roads, it will repair or 
replace such fences, bridges or roads, and will pay the Grantor for injury to such crops. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the aforesaid rights, privileges and easement unto the Cooperative, its successors and assigns, forever. 

Rev. 03/22/2022 

N/A
N/A

1011447-903178

OCONEE

NEAR 359-18-001
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The Grantor covenants that he is the owner of the above described lands. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor has set his hand(s) and seal(s) this ________ day of __________________, 20_____. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of: 

________________________________________(L.S.) 
______________________________________      Grantor 
Witness Signature 

________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Print Name 
Print Witness Name 

________________________________________(L.S.) 
______________________________________ Grantor 
Notary Signature  

________________________________________ 
______________________________________ Print Name 
Print Notary Name 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } 
} PROBATE 

COUNTY OF________________________ } 

PERSONALLY appeared before me __________________________________________ and made oath that (s)he was present and 

saw the within named _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SIGN, SEAL AND as _______________________ACT AND DEED deliver the within written deed for the uses and purposes therein 

mentioned, and that (s)he with ______________________________________________ witnessed the execution thereof. The  

subscribing witness is not a party to or beneficiary of the transaction. 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED  } 

before me this ___________ day of  }   ________________________________________ 

___________________, 20______.  }   Witness 

________________________________(L.S.) 
Notary Public for South Carolina 

My Commission Expires: ________________ 

PRINT NOTARY NAME 

_________________________________ 

AND  

NOTARY SEAL 

OCONEE 
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Walhalla, SC  29691 

 

Phone: 864-718-1023 
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Matthew Durham 
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Don Mize 

Vice Chairman 
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Thomas James 

District IV 
 

J. Glenn Hart 
Chairman Pro Tem 
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The Oconee County Council will meet in 2025 on the first and third Tuesday of each 
month with the following exceptions: 

• July, August, and November meetings, which will 
be only on the third Tuesday of each of these 
months; 

• March, June and December meetings, which will 
be only on the first Tuesday of each of these 
months. 

 
All Council meetings, unless otherwise noted, are held in Council Chambers, 

Oconee County Administrative Offices, 415 South Pine Street, Walhalla, South 
Carolina. 
 

Oconee County Council will also hold a Planning Retreat beginning at 9:00 
a.m. on Thursday, February 20, 2025 to establish short- and long-term goals. This 
meeting will be held off-site in the Tri-County Technical College, Oconee Campus, 
conference room located at 552 Education Way, Westminster, South Carolina.   
 

Oconee County Council will also meet on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 in 
Council Chambers at which point they will establish their 2026 Council and 
Committee meeting schedules. 

 
Additional Council meetings, workshops, and/or committee meetings may 

be added throughout the year as needed. 
 

Oconee County Council Committees will meet in 2025 prior to County 
Council meetings on the following dates/times in Council Chambers located at 415 
South Pine Street, Walhalla, South Carolina unless otherwise advertised. 
 

The Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Health, & Welfare Committee at  
4:30 p.m. on the following dates:  February 18, May 20, July 15, & 

September 16, 2025. 
 
The Transportation Committee at 4:30 p.m. on the following dates: February 

18, May 20, July 15, & September 16, 2025. 
 
The Real Estate, Facilities, & Land Management Committee at 4:30 p.m. on 

the following dates:  April 1, June 3, August 19, & October 21, 2025. 
 
The Planning & Economic Development Committee at 4:30 p.m. on the 

following dates:  April 1, June 3, August 19, & October 21, 2025. 
 
The Budget, Finance, & Administration Committee at 9:00 a.m. on the 

following dates:  February 20 [Strategic Planning Retreat] and 4:30 p.m. on the following 
dates: March 4 [4 p.m.], April 15, & May 6, 2025. 

 

mailto:jennifercadams@oconeesc.com










































































From: Mary Collins
To: Council Clerk Info
Subject: 2/18 council meeting
Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2025 4:56:40 PM

I had planned to come to tonight’s meeting but am under the weather and should stay home in case I am contagious.

If possible, could my words be read into the record?

If so, they are:

 I’d like to thank the Council for any and all assistance it has given to the Oconee Food Bank and Truck. Each
month it provides needed and necessary food for those in need in our communities.

I believe this and other like projects fit the sentiments which are stated on the Oconee SC web page.
It reads:
The Mission “is to provide our current and future citizens and visitors quality services while protecting our
communities, heritage, environment and natural resources, in an ever changing world.”
Alongside is “Vision: Oconee County - a Diverse, growing, safe, vibrant community guided by rural traditions and
shaped by natural beauty; where employment, education and recreation offer a rich quality of life for all generations,
both today and tomorrow.”

I don’t see where an Ordinance such as the one discussed tonight fits. Since there are no funds spent on Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion in Oconee County, why is your time being spent on a purely political message?

I feel your time and efforts could be put to better use on things that help our citizens and communities, such as
making sure we stop wasting taxpayer money filling the countless potholes and crumbling shoulders of the roads we
are dependent upon.

Thank you for your time,

Mary Collins

mailto:lunaticapparel@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b0aef82f3de14dc49cb2c6657b184308-f8d05e39-2c
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