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The Oconee Econemic Alliance (OEA) is the
economic development entity for Oconee
County. The OEA is a public-private

nonprofit effort to aecelerate job creation
and capital investment, increase per capita
income, diversify the local tax base and
generate awareness of Oconee County,
South Carolina as g business location.




OEA ACTIVITIES UPDATE




Economic Development Efforts:
— 2012-2016: 1,100 jobs
- $271.7 M capital inysm't
— 24 announcements

May 2016 Unemployment Rate:
— 5.0%

(May 2015; 5.9%)

lL.abor Particisation:
— 33,531 people emplwed
(January 2012; 28,762)
— Oconee has seen 1,093 of its residents added to ﬁ'pa?t‘-nllﬁ in
the past six months.
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Jeff Chee Honored By SC Department of Commerce

Department of Commerce honors 2016 Ambassadors for
Economic Development

State celebrates 25th Arnual industry Agpreciation Week

COLUMBIA, S:C. = As part of the 257 Arnwal Industey Appreciatien Week. the South Carclina
Departiientof Cominetce last week annoimtad the 2016 Ambassadors for Econnmic
Dievelopment Re;c;f::_gmz e for their execeptional effors lobelster community 2nd econonmis
develppmient actintios 0 Ssity Carsling, the ambassadors wiere hehored in s ceremony-Reld on
Thussday, April 25 at the Govermor's Mansion Complex This year, 48 individuals - one froneach
county —were selectad

‘I South Carshna, growing our stale’s econemy and creating febs kuly 1A team effort. and the
indrviduals recognizid a5 ambassadors at (st week's ceramony are proof of that These local
brisiniessteaders from all comers of our state ara whal really make South Caroling such 2 special
Face fo hive. wiork and play,” saic o Nk Hatay




DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
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OITP Trees




OITP Trees




ROAD PROPOSAL FOR
SENECA RAIL PARK




Seneca Rail Park

A ralil served manufacturing park in Upstate South Caroling

Positionad strategicaify

82 buildable acres Fall Coced betwean Atlanta, GA &
N Charlotte, NC




Background Informa

County purchased property. in 2012
Completed site ceftification in 2015
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Seneca Rail Park




Seneca Rail Park
_Road Project




Proposed Improvements




Proposed Improvements
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Proposed Improvements

Roadway Improvements Subtotal: S490.020

Contingency: $49.038

Topographic Survey & ROW Plat: S15.000

Traffic Study: 58,500

Subsurface Geotechnical: S7.500

Engineering Design, Planning Submittal, & SCDHEC Permitting: 537,000
Bidding & Award: $7.000

Construction Observation/Administration/SCDHEC Inspections: $41.000
Material Testing: $35.000

Site & Access Roadway Improvements Teotal: $710,058




Santee Cooper Site Readiness Grant

e Competitive and Selective

* Project: $710,000

* Grant funding sources:
* SC Power Team - $355,000
» Oconee Caunty - $185,000 *
e Oconee C-funds Committee ~ 570,000
* Blue Ridge Electric - $100,000




QUESTIONS




@P&ﬂﬂ%m 55@%%@ ﬁggb@ﬁ@{f@

Office Main Line: (864) 638-4210
www.InvestOconeeSC.com




First six months of 2016 boomed in Oconee
By Richard K. Blackwell

Oconee County experienced a strong first six months of 2016, but we expected that.

The last few years have seen our economic development efforts coming to fruition as we see
more job announcements, more lists with Oconee on them and more people learning about the
business opportunities our county offers.

However, | don’t think most people realize the success being garnered. Here are some of the
highlights from the first six months of 2016:

¢ We started the year with a bang when the Oconee Economic Alliance was recognized as
a “Top Five” economic development organization for Metal Fabrication by Expansion
Solutions Magazine in its 2015 Awards of Excellence. The “Top Five” Awards of
Excellence designation recognizes economic development organizations that have
shown exceptional progress in recruiting new businesses to their market and working
with existing industries.

¢ In March, Oconee County was named the top performing micropolitan metro area in
South Carolina for the second consecutive year by Site Selection Magazine. Along with
the top ranking in the state, the magazine also ranked the Seneca micropolitan area as
the 22nd overall performing micropolitan area in the United States out of over 500,
which makes three years in a row in the top 30 for Oconee County.

e The Oconee Economic Alliance was recognized as one of Global Trade Magazine's
“America’s Top EDCs” in the February/March 2016 issue. Global Trade is geared toward
U.S. companies involved in doing business globally and only named 18 agencies
nationwide. We were the only economic development entity from South Carolina on the
list.

e At the end of 2015, Oconee County unemployment stood at 5.8 percent with 32,438
employed. In June 2016, the unemployment rate was down to 5.0 percent with 33,531
employed. Oconee has seen 1,093 of its residents added to payrolls in the past six
months.

So what is driving these efforts? For one thing it is recent economic growth experienced since
2012 as Oconee County has ushered in 24 economic development projects that have resulted in
$271.7 million dollars in new capital investment and 1100 new jobs. That includes 2016
successes that amount to $83.2 million in new capital investments and 113 new jobs
announced just in the last six months.



Those announcements includes BASF, which employs 475 people already and chose to expand
in Seneca versus Germany with the installation of a new business line that will result in a $60
million dollar investment.

In addition, Baxter Enterprises and Hi-Tech Mold & Engineering, companies owned by the
Schulte family and full-service suppliers for the plastics industry, announced they were
establishing operations in Oconee County. The firms are investing $20.7 million in the project,
creating 87 new jobs over the next five years. There also was Nason Company, a manufacturer
of electrical, hydraulic and pneumatic components, that is expanding its operations in Oconee
County. Their expansion will result in $2.5 million of new capital investment and the creation of
26 additional jobs.

It has been a busy and exciting six months, and we are confident the next six months will bring
more good news as we position Oconee for further momentum.

Richard K. Blackwell is the executive director of Oconee Economic Alliance, which is a public-private
nonprofit effort to accelerate job creation and capital investment, increase per capita income, diversify
the local tax base and generate awareness of Oconee County as a business location. To learn more visit
www.investOconeeSC.com.



Oconee Economic Alliance Annotincements 2012-2016

[ o

- ?;I.'ﬁ"l:'.l:l'llll

& AT Paatis — B I‘-"-

Gmabed _ oo

Trehiaomes = |||

LG Pglne — 35 Hm

i Hemanaan

‘ .r::'l':ﬂ:!bcm

Greii]

Andiscrics
LT

LB e
I-‘rw:ﬂ'-ﬂ

AL ]
MinSciing

Teawrruthonk
a {FIELIFE Boath

e

£ ?‘.--






1. : o= & ______"___ ] : __ .'.i.'-ﬁ" - N R . ’
s N ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ANNCUNCEMENTS
January 2007 - June 20186
it |

L | "
f 4% l
||_ : -H%

]
., + |
i .g_r___!

| )
e =
b Ltk c el l
!l_ph . . ._,-" 1i-H-m H--CIHIm . |
.:J:I;: | £ E |
Har e Dt |

s lpn]
Lot sl )

I K a7l I

T
g
k II-

ik :
e

i : e il | 3 i = '
5 L R R '1‘E|1|:| ‘P-L\-“!l":.-":-?""‘ L=CCR 2
g I-..—\-o----..-_..- — 1 .

e
I 1% i ||_¢-_a___ | LA |
. S 'I'I i - I__ —em .. Al oS L
Saii Berrm ey AR =
o i L T T ql

= T e (e ol
|F-ﬁ"?ﬁ:-a-l -fﬁdl'f‘r E!u s . & bl A T e |

(]

Firais B e

By | Gy |."J;n'." -;-.rﬁ.-ﬁ

"“-l A :'... =TI | :
. !.l:._.:l:ln.'-?'.w,l_l_

A L L

J'. [fﬂ r I‘.‘-e:,q. | !

: L f e 1y . — %

=k 1 E s N {5 _ﬂﬂy § E e
?nhﬁ M | . i i b Ll 1 -H"":'h: | 1 - i, EE
o = _“;, = W | IF‘?"’-%{"“; R s

| i I ﬂ-'-a- i e 1 i | 5 = LA P RIBTAL

. "‘!F\J'd,h-_l-ﬂ | Zrwilhn lﬁ'&. '_ . T

r Sl-‘n:-c:_ |I'I:'- Al UL .-m-'.n '. . d

Ain - - S L .-é,;‘:\.ll.-
R T - [ L= R TP (R T
UF vratihn | e S At R

: fjuglhh:.ﬂ lnh_l.bms....'"_." ?__'_,_ I o— - -'\-_l-\.' .;.

- _. o™ i
e e i l'sm .lql?g-.-:.mu:
A | s _ﬁﬂ'ﬂ«‘t‘ﬁ " __,g‘% |

— i Hignemes
A g
v-':."'l]d.Pl_.l.?‘.I'.'l!n-

el L S

: - Wby |
o, "'-":."}-
& o &_l':"-.'::.l"_"fﬂ‘hm?_".
'1‘{..;--.-;-3-,. : :?i‘f-. ; H h;w; _., ol :
g ey o e

| Pl J
=i 8 L e i Y e T H:rm-,-'-.-'- Eralui iz F;r\-a-'\-,l_u T
i e ] e ;,&1.,..: 2 R i g vt

l.l

M‘El’l
e L e A

r Ty :Id. Sl T l'.'l:l\.""-\'."l'"r-til.-\."'l.' -\r-\.-\.h'\l-\.- Fu by




si2812018

COMMUNITY

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

L A T e AR

BUILDING PERMITS




A/ 28/2015

PLANNING & ZONING
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COMMUNITY DEVELGPMENT

! “'h_qiﬂq‘lpfid F}ﬁj}ﬁ}j‘[_g
Rt Millnge, How Spring snd Insostal Braji
-;ﬁ:lzg'ﬁ
-@ﬁﬁﬂ:‘:{rﬁldﬁﬂﬁﬂ Gl e S
= Etw zﬁﬁﬂﬁm@ﬂbﬁ* :
S I .:..-.:1aeri|§$[ra‘fjf9ﬂé,{mﬁdﬁn F‘ﬂ?féi‘? B_L?fg'gl:

STRATEGIC PLANNING

sf2sime



KEOWEE-TOXAWAY PROJECT

RELICENSING

*Fermal Consideration of Duke EHE;!‘E}’ H-E"im"éﬂﬁll’ﬁg‘
Application Remains Ohgoing

“fo Waird on Ay Potential Problems

- Current Ligehse (lssued i 1966) Expites on August
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- Latest Word from Duke Staff-is Ligense Shauld Bt
Issuedion Time.

AIR QUALITY

nThe Official Drone-Season Began April 43t

4 Reminger: EPA Lowared EEQHHE-LE’}"@!' Dzone
Standard Last Fall to 70 pph
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AR QUALITY

#ln Spite of Trend, 2046 Could be Bad Year for
Dzong

=DHEC Regords Show Only 2 Days 2013 - 2045

that Exceeded Standard
4 Days Exoesded Standard S Far This Year
s 'Attainment! Status Detetmined by Formula
that Avierages Levels Recorded Over Previous

3 Years, Soa Si‘ng‘@ Yegr Not HEEE‘*&EHﬁI}"‘ Bad

FLOOD MAPS
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Beth Hulse

From:
Lepir
Ta:

Subject:
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Beth Hutse CarlosGakirza; Chad Sorsetl: LM Mews Editor, Fox Neyes: Greenville Mews
Hocalnems Eareznvidedews.com); hevin, Eéy{ha nater; Slevan B ::l_dlég-'
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Counal Commities mesting in CorlErence Reem waight

Thia Pianning & Ecenomic Developmient- Committseand the Law Enforcement, Public Safety, Health
& \Welfare Committes will meet tonight in the Tonference Room and not Councll Chambars to allow
Registration and Elections 16 $81 up o Ty and report the slaction resulis onight for the run off race

i Cenes Cotinty,

Bigns will be posted in the building directing citizens to the Conferance Room.

Thanks.

Flizatienh O Hulse, CCC

Clerk to Council

Ocpnes Councy Administeative Offices

415 South Pine Stoer
Wathzlla, 50 29491
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Beth Hulse

From: Beth Hulse
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2016 9:10 AM
To: Beth Hulse; Carlos Galarza; Chad Dorsett; DJM News Editor; Fox News; Greenville News

(localnews@greenvillenews.com); Kevin; Ray Chandler; Steven Bradley
(sbradley@upstatetoday.com); Westminster News / Keowee Courier
(westnews@bellsouth.net); WGOG (dickmangrum@wgaog.com); WSPA TV - Channel 7
(assignmentdesk@wspa.com); WYFF 4 News

Subject: Planning & Economic Development Committee

The June 14, 2016 Planning & Economic Development Committee meeting has been cancelled and
rescheduled to June 28, 2016.

Elizabeth G. Hulse, CCC

Clerk to Council

Oconee County Administrative Offices
415 South Pine Street

Walhalla, SC 29691

864-718-1023

864-718-1024 [fax]
bhulse@oconeesc.com
wWww.oconeesc.com/council




