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Sources: U.S. Travel and Tourism Trends and Policy Issues for Congress 2014, the Southeast Tourism Society, 

and the U.S. Travel Association 2014
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OVERVIEW: National Tourism

❇ Southern states such as Florida (758.7 thousand jobs), Texas (555.9 thousand jobs), and Georgia (238.4   
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 United Kingdom (4 million), Japan (3.6 million) and Brazil (2.3 million)

❇ Southeastern states in particular account for 24.6% of total travel spending and 28.4% of direct travel jobs

Strategy 2: Compile and Inventory of Assets

An inventory of tourism assets is necessary to evaluate what makes Oconee County a desirable place to visit 

and live. This inventory is meant to be updated on a regular basis and is a valuable marketing tool for future 

collateral planning.

Full inventory in Excel format has been provided to Oconee County. 
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Considering the current tourism climate and the particular assets of Oconee County, these target audience 
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WESTMINSTER APPLE FESTIVAL 2014  (By M. Greer)
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CHATTOOGA BELLE FARM (By M. Greer) GENERAL STORE MUSEUM (By M. Greer)
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JAZZ ON THE ALLEY (By M. Greer)

OKTOBERFEST (By M. Greer)

WESTMINSTER MUSIC HALL (By M. Greer)

82�✁



 (By Peter McIntosh)
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F L O R E N C E ,  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

Cultural

FMU Performing Arts Center

Drs Bruce & Lee Library

Florence Little Theatre

Coming in 2015-2016

FMU Performing Arts Center

FMU Health Science Facility

Hope Health 

Facility

City Initiatives

                                                        New Streetscapes in Progress

Plans Underway for Parking Garages

North Dargan Innovation

Center Business Incubator

Courtyards for Concerts

$10 Million Renovation Project - Kress/Kuker Guaranty Bank Buildings
$8 Million

Apartment Project

$3 Million

Royal Knight

Building

GREAT THINGS

ARE HAPPENING IN 

DOWNTOWN FLORENCE

Progress continues in Downtown Florence as work continues to transform it into a dining and entertainment 

district that will include niche retail and downtown living.

Construction will begin at the corner of West Evans & Irby in May on the new FMU Health Science Facility 

that will train doctors from the USC School of Medicine as well as nurse practitioners, physician assistants and 

other healthcare professionals. Hope Health has started construction of their new facility on N. Irby and will be 
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The private sector has also been extremely active in the downtown revitalization process.  The beautiful Hotel 
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The renovation will also create public restrooms that will open onto the James Allen Plaza and be open during 

downtown events. Construction has also begun on the opposite corner of Evans & Dargan as the the former Kress 
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and loft apartments.  Other dining and drinking destinations that have opened in the past several years are The 
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restaurant/bar and Wholly Smokin.  At least two more restaurants are also in the planning stages and will open in 

the near future.  
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building. 
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R O C K  H I L L ,  Y O R K  C O U N T Y,  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A

 THE VELODROME AT RIVERWALK

Project Description

The City of Rock Hill’s Velodrome project is a small, but transformational piece of an economic development 
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once owned and occupied by Hoescht Celanese Corporation of America.  At one time this site was the largest 
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employed 2,500 people in Rock Hill.  The facility closed in 2005 after 57 years in operation.  Shortly thereafter, 
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site in 2005, with the initial phase completed in December of 2007.  

The concept for construction of a Velodrome - a banked track used for cycling races and other events - began 

around this same time frame, with a few cycling enthusiasts approaching the developer with their dream of a 
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and spurred a vision of a cycling and outdoor recreation focused area.  The developer partnered with the City 

of Rock Hill by pledging 250 acres of the site for public ownership and use.  In line with Rock Hill’s plan for 

attracting economic development through the development of quality places; along with the Velodrome, four 

other venues – BMX Supercross, Cyclo-cross, Mountain Biking and Criterion road course - were added to 

the public portion of the development.  Each facility was designed in cooperation with USA Cycling to meet 
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manufacturing.  Eventual employment on the site is projected to bring 4,000 jobs to Rock Hill, with private 
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Community Need Addressed

The Celanese site, an industrial chemical plant for 57 years, occupied prime real estate along the Catawba 

River.  Now defunct, this area was in desperate need of revitalization.  In fact, there had never been pedestrian 

or recreational access to the river in this area for the entire life of the plant.  The greater Rock Hill community 

needed access to the river, in order to enjoy its natural beauty.  Protecting nature and the environment was also 

a community concern that needed to be addressed. In addition to the 2.5 million square foot manufacturing 
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the plant.  This eastern area of Rock Hill, with its close proximity to the interstate, was also ripe for continued 

business and industrial use.  However, the community needed a balance – between business, industrial, 

residential and recreational uses.

✡✁✂✂ ☎✡✄ ✄✚✚✂✁☎ ☎✂ ✏✆✠ ☎✡✞✝ ✟☛☎☛✆�✄ ✝�✁☛✆☞ ☎✡✄ ✤✞✝✞✂✆ ✚✂✁ ★✞✤✄✁✖☛☎✭✟ ✑✡✄ �☎☛✆✝ ✞✆�☎☛✠✄✠ ☛ ✁✞✤✄✁ ✤✞☎☎☛☞✄ �✂✆�✄�☎✴

distinguished by more than three miles of waterfront, intended to produce a development plan like no other 

in the Charlotte metropolitan area. The ultimate development proposal would create a mixed-use, pedestrian-

friendly community that emphasized employment, connectivity, recreation, and open space uses. The plan 

would incorporate industrial, commercial, and a diversity of residential products, all connected by greenway 

trails and parks to link the Catawba River to the various neighborhoods and public centers within the property.

Outcomes
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participating in cycling clinics.  In addition, the facility has hosted approximately 450 middle school-aged 

students from 7 local schools to learn about how science and math play a role in sports.
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national, and international cycling communities.  The BMX Supercross was chosen to host the UCI BMX World 
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riders from 40 different countries and as many as 25,000 spectators.  In addition to these major international 

events, the BMX will host 34 events annually, drawing a total of 30,000 attendees, resulting in an estimated 
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other retail is also on going.
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